© The Campaign for Real Ale 2009.

Edition 1.0

Produced by Reading & Mid-Berkshire
CAMRA
The information in this leaflet was correct at the time of writing and
is given in good faith. CAMRA, the pubs and the public transport
operator listed cannot be held liable for any changes, errors or
inaccuracies.

For full details see our website at
www.thames-travel.co.uk

• Saturday service from Reading via Twyford &
Wargrave to Maidenhead 127

Your local Real Ales Series No. 4

BUS ROUTE

• Daily services from Reading to Twyford and
Wokingham 126/128/129 & 144

• Daily EXPRESS service from Reading to Oxford
X39/X40

Thames Travel services include:
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REAL ALE
1. Shepherd's House

London Road, Woodley, RG6 1BD
0118 926 7293

WHAT IS REAL ALE?

3. Horse and Groom

Bath Road, Hare Hatch, RG10 9SB
0118 940 3136

RReal ale is a type of beer defined by its traditional production.
Also known as ‘cask conditioned’ beer; the fundamental distinction
between real and other ales is that the yeast is still present in the
container from which the beer is served, although it will have
settled to the bottom and is not poured into the glass. Because the
yeast is still alive, the process of fermentation continues in the cask
or bottle on the way to the consumer ensuring a fresh and natural
taste

CAMRA

Imposing pub on the A4, with accommodation, function room,
pool room and large garden. Large main bar features sports TV. A
good selection of food is offered; snacks are available at most
times. A LocAle brew is available from Loddon or West Berkshire
breweries.
Real Ales: Adnams Bitter; Hogs Back TEA; Loddon (Brew varies);
Sharps Doom Bar; West Berks (Brew varies)
Open: Mon-Fri 11:00-23:00; Sat 12:00-23:00; Sun 12:00-22:30
Food: Mon-Sat 13:00-14:30, 18:00-20:30; Sun 12:00-15:00

2. The Bull Inn

High Street, Sonning, RG4 6UP
0118 969 3901

Occupying a prominent position on the A4 at Hare Hatch near
Twyford, the building dates back several hundred years and has
been renovated to provide a comfortable, stylish interior including
a conservatory, whilst also retaining the character and originality
of the building's period features. The pub is food-led, aimed at a
family-friendly cliental and budget.
Real Ales: Brakspear Bitter; Wychwood Hobgoblin
Open: Mon-Sun 11:00-24:00
Food: 11:00-22:00 (all week)

4. Wee Waif

Old Bath Road, RG10 9RJ
0118 944 0066

CAMRA campaigns for real ale, real pubs and consumer rights. It is
an independent, voluntary organisation with near 100,000 members
and has been described as the most successful consumer group in
Europe. CAMRA promotes good-quality real ale and pubs, as well as
acting as the consumer's champion.
The aims of CAMRA are to:
• Protect and improve consumer rights
• Promote quality, choice and value for money
• Support the public house as a focus of community life
• Campaign for greater appreciation of traditional beers, ciders
and perries as part of our national heritage and culture
Seek improvements in all licensed premises and throughout the
brewing industry
•

So if you enjoy Real Ale and want to find out more, then why not
join CAMRA and receive regular brewery and pub news? You can
get involved in the local branch, help research the pubs for the
Good Beer Guide, come along to our many branch socials or join
the volunteer help at the annual Reading Beer & Cider Festival May Day bank holiday weekend (and be rewarded in beer). To join
CAMRA see www.camra.org.uk. For more information on the
Reading & Mid Berks branch, visit our website:
www.readingcamra.org.uk
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The Bull Inn is a traditional 16th century inn at the heart of
Sonning village and a stone's throw from the Kennet towpath.
The pub offers friendly, family hospitality, good food and first-class
accommodation. A separate 'locals bar' caters for those who just
want a good pint of real ale. Accommodation is available.
Real Ales: Fullers Chiswick; Fullers Discovery; Fullers ESB; Fullers
London Pride; Gales HSB; Fullers Seasonal
Open: Mon-Thu 11:00-23:00; Fri-Sat 11:00-23:30; Sun 12:00-22:30
Food: 12:00-14:00; 18:30-21:00 (all week)

The Wee Waif is a modern purpose built hotel, providing very
comfortable lodge-style accommodation. For pleasant relaxation,
just a short walk from the hotel takes you to the beautiful
backdrop of Sonning-on-Thames. The pub can cater for large
parties of up to 30 people if contacted in advance.

This guide is published by: Reading & Mid Berks CAMRA
www.readingcamra.org.uk. The publisher cannot be held
responsible for changes in the information recorded. Please email
comments or corrections to pubs@readingcamra.org.uk
The descriptions are from individual CAMRA reviewers and do not
represent an official CAMRA view.
The information in this leaflet was correct at the time of printing.

Real Ales: Greene King Abbot; Greene King IPA
Open: Mon-Fri 11:00-23:00; Sat 11:00-24:00; Sun 11:00-23:00
Food: Mon-Sat 12:00-15:00, 18:00-21:30; Sun 12:00-20:45

5. Waggon and Horses

61 High Street, Twyford, RG10 9AJ
0118 934 0376

A lovely character pub with an open fire, unspoilt timber beams
and flagstone floor. Children are allowed only in the extensive beer
garden which boasts an impressive play area and aviary.
Traditional games include Aunt Sally and Petanque. Televised sport
is shown. A LocAle from Loddon/West berks is sometimes
available as a guest beer.
Real Ales: Courage Best; Fullers London Pride; Guest beer
Open: Mon 17:30-24:00; Tue-Sun 12:00-24:00
Food: Mon-Sat 12:00-14:00; Sun 12:00-16:00

6. Duke of Wellington

27 High Street, Twyford, RG10 9AG
0118 934 0456

The oldest pub in Twyford, dating back to the 1650’s. Two bars
provide plenty of choice as to where you imbibe. The interior is a
beamed affair and there’s a large beer garden too. Sports TV in
both bars (separate feeds, up to three events can be shown
simultaneously). Family-friendly.
Real Ales: Brakspear Bitter; Wychwood Hobgoblin; Occasional
Brakspear seasonal beer
Open: Mon-Thu 11:00-14:30, 17:00-23:00; Fri 11:00-14:30,
17:00-24:00; Sat 11:00-24:00; Sun 12:00-23:00
Food: Mon-Fri 12:00-14:00; Sat 12:00-14:30

11. Seven Stars

Bath Road, Knowl Hill, RG10 9UR
01628 822967

A friendly community pub set back off the A4. The function
room/skittle alley accommodates various groups, such as the local
Folk Club on Thursday nights. A variety of car owners clubs meet
here. Traditional pub games are kept behind the bar.
Real Ales: Brakspear Bitter; Brakspear Special
Open: Mon-Thu 11:00-14:30, 17:00-24:00; Fri-Sat 11:00-01:00;
Sun 12:00-22:30
Food: Mon-Thu 11:00-14:30, 17:00-21:00; Fri-Sun 12:00-21:00

12. Royal Oak

Knowl Hill Common, Knowl Hill, RG10 9YE
01628 822010

This haven, just south off the A4, is worth seeking out. Use it as a
starting point for the Berkshire Cycle Way or the Knowl Hill
bridleway - a friendly welcome is guaranteed for dogs, horses and
people. Look out for the ludo board varnished into a pub table,
along with Morris Minor memorabilia.
Real Ales: Brakspear Bitter; 2 x Rebellion Seasonals
Open: Mon-Fri 11:00-15:00, 17:00-23:00; Sat-Sun 12:00-23:00
Food: 12:00-14:00, 19:00-21:00 (all week)

7. Royal Oak

Ruscombe Lane, Ruscombe, RG10 9JN
0118 934 5190

The pub houses Buratta's bistro which takes up most of the floor
space. The remaining area provides a small comfortable seating
area for drinkers and the recently added small antiques shop. Take
a look at the large garden with ample seats and an enclosure
containing ducks and geese.
Real Ales: Brakspear Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; Occasional
guest beer
Open: Mon-Thu & Sat 12:00-15:00, 18:00-23:00 Fri 12:00-15:00,
17:00-23:00; Sun 12:00-16:00
Food: 12:00-14:00, 19:00-21:30 (when open)

8. Queen Victoria

Blakes Lane, Hare Hatch, RG10 9TA
0118 940 3122

Now under new management, this wonderful old country pub
dating back over 300 years was once saved from closing by local
CAMRA action. It offers home-cooked, imaginative food served in
a great pub atmosphere. Traditional pub games such as crib,
dominos and cards are kept behind the bar.
Real Ales: Brakspear Bitter; Brakspear Oxford Gold
Open: Mon-Thu 12:00-15:00, 16:30-23:00; Fri-Sat 12:00-15:00,
16:30-00:00; Sun 12:00-22:30
Food: Mon-Thu 12:00-15:00, 18:00-22:00; Fri-Sat 12:00-15:00,
18:30-00:00; Sun 12:00-15:00, 18:30-21:00

13. The Novello (formerly Ring O'Bells)
Bath Road, Littlewick Green, SL6 3RX
01628 825753

A friendly, modern Gastropub. The pub is a genuine free house
that offers fresh food - from a lunchtime bite to a full Sunday
roast. The seating inside includes comfortable leather armchairs
and is broken up for intimate or larger groups to gather.
Real Ales: Timothy Taylor Landlord; Tring (varies); one either
Loddon (varies) or Rebellion (varies)
Open: Mon-Sat 12:00-23:00
Food: Mon-Fri 12:00-15:00, 18:00-22:00; Sat-Sun 12:00-20:00

14. Shire Horse

Bath Road, Littlewick Green, SL6 3QA
01628 825335

Originally a coaching inn known as the Coach and Horses, it has
retained much of its character with traditional low-beamed
ceilings, two fireplaces, nooks and crannies to hide away in. The
beer garden has heaters and large umbrellas, ideal for al fresco
dining. Fresh cooked food is available from an extensive main
menu.
Real Ales: Adnams Bitter; Fullers London Pride; Wells
Bombardier; Guest beer
Open: Mon-Sat 11:00-23:00; Sun 12:00-22:30
Food: Mon-Sat 11:00-22:00; Sun 12:00-21:30

9. Bird in Hand

Bath Road, Knowl Hill, RG10 9UP
01628 826622

A pub with much to offer; first-class accommodation, conference
rooms, a good quality restaurant, a bar with comfortable leather chairs
surrounded by wood panelled walls and a good selection of everchanging well-kept real ales including a dark beer. Substantial grounds
encompass gardens, a courtyard and plenty of parking spaces.
Real Ales: Brakspear Bitter; Four guest beers
Open: Mon-Fri 11:00-15:00, 17:00-23:00 Sat 11:00-23:00; Sun
12:00-22:30
Food: Mon-Sat 12:00-14:30, 18:30-22:00; Sun 12:00-18:30

10. Old Devil Inn

88 Bath Road, Knowl Hill, RG10 9UU
01628 823262

A stylish and comfortable interior with solid oak beams, where
most customers come to sample from the huge menu of
contemporary food - all prepared from the freshest ingredients
(sourced locally) and cooked on the premises. Relax with an ale in
one of the comfy chairs next to the fire.
Real Ales: Brakspear Bitter; Fullers London Pride; St Austell
Tribute
Open: Mon-Sat 12:00-14:30, 17:30-23:00; Sun 12:00-17:30
Food: 12:00-14:30, 18:00-21:30 (all week)

15. Pond House

56 Bath Road, Maidenhead, SL6 4AL
01628 779058

A large, light, open-plan pub with an area of bar where children
are welcome until 9pm. Pub games include darts, with dominos &
cards are available behind the bar. There are darts & pool teams,
sports TV, juke box, Thursday night quiz & Sunday roast. There is
a heated outdoor smoking area.

Real Ales: Greene King IPA; Seasonal guest often from a local
brewery
Open: Mon-Thu 11:00-23:00; Fri-Sat 11:00-24:00; Sun 12:00-23:00
Food: Mon-Sat 11:00-22:00; Sun 12:00-21:30

16. Windsor Castle

Bath Road, Maidenhead, SL6 4JT
01628 621649

An imposing pub at the top of Castle Hill, serving reasonablypriced contemporary fresh-cooked food. It has a comfortable
seating area for drinkers, along with free Wi-Fi access for workers
and is dog-friendly for walkers. The pub boasts a large southfacing beer garden with decked terracing.
Real Ales: Fullers London Pride
Open: Mon-Thu 12:00-15:00, 17:00-23:00; Fri-Sat 12:00-23:00;
Sun 12:00-15:00, 17:00-23:00
Food: Mon-Sat 12:00-14:30, 18:00-22:00; Sun 12:00-15:00,
18:00-21:00

