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FOREWORD
Reading’s Sun Inn stands at an almost unique location, part of the town
centre conservation area but immediately adjacent to that part of the centre
that was so thoughtlessly redeveloped in the 1960s/70s. Had the initial plans
for town centre rebuilding gone ahead, it is likely that, along with the 18th
century St Mary’s Chapel on its eastern flank, it would have disappeared into
history. It was good fortune or an act of providence that led some no doubt
nameless planner to decide that these two buildings should continue to cater
for the spiritual and material replenishment of the citizens of Reading on into
the 21st century.
In the latter years of the 20th the Council, with its eye on city status, unveiled
outline plans for a further redevelopment of the centre of Reading. No
doubt the Sun Inn and the other historic buildings about it will also have a
part to play in this continuing evolution of the shape of our town and wouldbe city.
The pages in this book are based almost entirely on the researches of Mr Ian
Hamblin, who has asked the undersigned, author as it happens of the current
account of the history of St Mary’s Castle Street, to attempt to turn them into
a readable book. He hopes he has succeeded but is content to yield to Mr
Hamblin the premier position among the co-authors of it.
Acknowledgements are also due to the late Dr Judith Hunter, Mr John
Roberts (great-grandson of landlord, Charles Roberts), Mr Bill Hughes and
Mrs Joan Dils for their kind help in various stages of the project.
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?

Although not as ubiquitous as the Crown or Red Lion, the Sun is a fairly
common name for public houses. With reference to the Rising Sun in
particular Mr E R Delderfield associates its use with the badge of King
Edward III, showing the Sun in Splendour. At about the time that the Sun’s
inn sign was painted by Mr G. E. McKinney in 1970 an anonymous writer
provided some eloquent notes on the provenance of the name:
“The Sun is a very old and common Inn sign said to be of pagan origin,
typifying Apollo, and is found not only in England but also on the
Continent. Usually portrayed is a round smiling face surrounded by
radiant points or lines, which is the familiar symbol. However, in this
version our artist has delved into Greek mythology, relating to Phaeton,
the son of Helios and Clymene.
“In the legend Phaeton obtained permission to drive the chariot of the
Sun for one day, which he can be seen doing on the sign, but it is said
that he became so reckless that, had not Jupiter transfixed him with a
thunderbolt, he would have set the world on fire.
“His name lives on in present-day terminology, a Phaeton being a light
four-wheeled carriage, usually drawn by two horses.”
This was certainly an apt choice of subject, connecting the Sun with its
heyday in the era of horse-drawn transport.
Although evidence is inconclusive as to whether the Sun was the original
name of the inn that presently bears that name, it was certainly for a time
known as the Rising Sun. As such we find it advertised to be let in the
Reading Mercury of 28 February 1757:
To be LETT and Entered on immediately
Or at Lady-Day next,
A Very good accustomed PUBLICK-HOUSE, known by the Name
of the RISING SUN, in Castle-street, Reading.
N.B. The Goods will be sold to any Tenant that takes it if he is
desirous of having them.
For further particulars enquire at the said House, or of Mr. John
Deane in Castle-street, Reading aforesaid.
If we accept the hypothesis outlined in the next chapter, that the original Sun
was located near the Market Place in the east of the town centre, it is possible
that the Sun was first opened to the public as the Rising Sun and perhaps
adopted its present name after the original Sun had closed its doors for the
last time. The house in the Forbury currently bearing the name “Rising Sun”

was built in the 19th century1 on the site of the Roman Catholic Chapel of the
Resurrection that was superseded when the new and larger Church of St
James opened nearby in 1840.
The longer name of the Castle Street house is still found in 1827 but by 1837
its appellation had been shortened to the plain Sun. At that time its address
was No 8 Castle Street but in a renumbering in the early 1870s it was doubled
to No 16. Its postcode is RG1 7RD and telephone number 9575106, having
been changed from 5039 to 55106 in the early 1950s.

It was one of the 54 public houses of the Greys Brewery when this was
acquired by Brakspear of Henley in 1896.
1
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THE SUN AND ITS RIVALS THROUGH THE AGES

The Sun’s origins are shrouded in the mists of time. It seems clear that it was
never one of the major hostelries of historical Reading, for as we shall see
most of the coaching services passing through the town in the 18th century
bypassed it but remarkably perhaps, with the exception of the George and the
Ship, it has outlived all of its mightier rivals, along with another of the smaller
inns, the Turk’s Head. It is its good fortune that it has not had to suffer the
ignominious fate of the latter, which was absurdly renamed the Fez and
Firkin, with a befezzed Tommy Cooper standing in for the proud infidel
Saladin of old
There was once a time when inns, as opposed to alehouses, were in relatively
short supply. In the earlier Middle Ages, their function was largely fulfilled by
the great abbeys and monastic houses of the nation, which provided
guesthouses for travellers and in many cases brewed their own beer2. This
was certainly the case in Berkshire where “the first [major] breweries….. are
believed to have been at the two great abbeys of Reading and Abingdon.” It is
thus “not inappropriate that these two towns continued to be important
centres of brewing during the modern era of the industry”i. It was also the
case that roads in this era ranged from poor to atrocious and for the vast
majority of the population, engaged in subsistence agriculture, there was no
need to travel and thus no demand for the services of a hostelry. The decline
of the monasteries in both number and influence during the 15th century
coincided with the rise of the wool trade which stimulated commerce and
thus the need for wool merchants to engage in extensive travel. However,
there is not universal agreement on the remote history of the English inn and
some authorities consider that they were more plentiful in the early Middle
Ages than the traditional view outlined above might suggest. It is argued that,
notwithstanding the poverty and immobility of much of the population, travel
was still extensive among the relatively wealthy to the extent that not all could
have been accommodated by the monasteries. Certainly if the tale of the
“Monk’s Revenge” recounted in a later chapter has any historical validity
(which is very doubtful) it would bear testimony to the existence of at least
one inn in Reading in the early mediaeval era.
Some of the earliest of Reading ‘s inns are mentioned in the Berkshire Record
Society’s edition of Reading Gild Accounts from 1357 to 1516, edited by the
late Dr Cecil Slade. One was the Bell (or Le Belle), which was also known as
This is the traditional view advanced by A. E. Richardson who states in
“The Old Inns of England” that outside London inns were almost unknown
before the 14th century. Dr Judith Hunter considers that this view is
erroneous and that the abbeys etc. would have been unable to satisfy
total demand.
2

the Guildhall Inn and was situated in High Street. In 1429/30 the Gild
received 12d (5p) in rent for the inn from one John Hende, together with a
further 4d (1.5p) for “rent of a new stable there”. Later we learn that the latter
was located in the Flax Market. These payments were repeated in 1430/1,
1431/2, 1432/3, 1433/4 and 1435/6. By 1436/7 the tenant of the Bell was
William Baron esquire and further payments from him are recorded in
1437/8, 1439/40, 1441/2, 1442/3, 1444/5, 1445/6, 1447/8, 1450/1, 1451/2,
1452/3, 1453/4, 1454/5, 1456/7, 1457/8, 1458/9, 1459/60, 1460/61,
1463/4. A number of years' accounts are missing and in 1483/4 there is
reference to William Baron being lately deceased but 12d rent was still being
received from an unidentified source for “rent of a tenement or inn called the
Bell”. These same payments continue mostly anonymously until 1515/6,
although in 1507/8 the name of the tenant is recorded as Richard Wrattesley
squyer. In 1432/3 the Gild was obliged to hire a carpenter for a day for the
purpose of repairing the Gildhall Inn at a cost of 6d (2.5p) – just half the
annual rent.
Two other establishments are also referred to in the accounts. One is the
George where in 1512/3 payment of 5d (2p) for “bere and ale to my lord
chamberleyns serjannts” is recorded.
The Bear is mentioned mainly in connection with a tenement rented to
Robert Kaynes in 1483/4 onwards “in the south part of Castle Street near the
Bear there.” In 1501, however, there is record of a payment “for fyssh that
was sent to my lorde of Redyng to the Bere iiijs. X d.” (24p).
The 16th century saw a great rise in the number of inns, as well as alehouses
and taverns, together with mounting concern as to the harmful effects of
alehouses in particular on the nation’s well-being. As early as 1495 justices of
the peace had been given the power to suppress alehouses but the first
attempt to introduce a licensing system dates from 1552 during the reign of
King Edward VI, when concern was expressed in regard to the “intolerable
Hurts and Troubles to the Commonwealth of this Realm” that “doth daily
grow and increase through such Abuses and Disorders as are had and used in
common Alehouses and other Houses called Tippling Houses.” Perhaps this
is a term that might usefully be revived to describe those emporia that
specialise in “vertical drinking” with the encouragement of bingeing. The
1552 legislation established the system of licensing which has been a feature
of the governance of the “licensed trade” to the present day, although the last
government enacted notable changes to the time-honoured regime. Under the
1552 Act “none after the first Day of May next coming shall be admitted…to
keep a common Alehouse or Tippling House, but such as shall be thereunto
admitted and allowed in the open Sessions of the said Justices of the Peace.”
The Brewsters Sessions, as they became known, remained the basis of
regulating the licensed trade up until 2005.

Some indication can be gathered of the importance of Reading in relation to
the country as a whole can be gauged form the census of inns, taverns and
alehouses taken in 1577. Like most censuses taken before the 19th century
this one had money-gathering for its aim. The idea was to introduce a 2s 6d
(12.5p) tax on inns in order to fund the cost of repairing Dover Harbour. At
this time Berkshire was not a highly populated county and of the larger
towns, Reading boasted seven inns and Newbury four, both being
outnumbered by smaller Windsor with eight – a distinction probably derived
from the royal connection, and continuing to this day. The following table
shows the total numbers of inns and other places of refreshment for the
leading Berkshire towns and villages:
Location
Inns Alehouses
Taverns
Total
Levy
(£.s.d)
Reading
7
44
3
54
6.15.0
Wallingford
10
41
3
54
6.15.0
Abingdon
9
26
2
37
4.12.6
Newbury
4
21
2
27
3.7.6
New Windsor
8
8
5
21
2.12.6
Wokingham
2
18
0
20
2.10.0
Wantage
4
10
2
16
2.0.0
Speenhamland
4
8
1
13
1.12.6
Maidenhead
3
6
1
10
1.5.0
Hungerford
1
7
1
9
1.2.6
Great
4
4
0
8
1.0.0
Faringdon
Thatcham
2
5
0
7
0.17.6
Hurst
2
4
0
6
0.15.0
Bray
2
3
0
5
0.12.6
Lambourn
2
3
0
5
0.12.6
Cookham
0
3
0
3
0.7.6
Kintbury
0
3
0
3
0.7.6
Tilehurst
2
1
0
3
0.7.6
Woolhampton
1
2
0
3
0.7.6
TOTAL
67
217
20
304
38.0.0
Others
When all licenses premises are included, Reading is joint top dog with
Wallingford. The latter was the leading town in the county in the earlier
mediaeval period and retained its importance as an independent borough and
parliamentary constituency until 1885. The total tally for Berkshire including
smaller villages came to 63 inns, 17 taverns and 253 alehouses, a total of 333
which may be compared to the neighbouring county of Middlesex, which

boasted 132 inns, 24 taverns and 720 alehouses, a total of 876. In fiscal
terms, Berkshire would have contributed £41.12s 6d to the needs of Dover
harbour, compared with £109. 10s 0d from Middlesex. The total national tally
of alehouses, inns and taverns was around 20,000, compared with a current
number of around 60,0003 at the turn of the 20th century, catering for a much
larger population. However, only around two to three thousands qualified as
inns.

Since the 1577 survey only gives the names of the publicans and not those of
their premises it is not possible to state with certainty that the Sun was one of
Reading’s 54 “pubs” during the late 16th century. The earliest references to it
that we have traced come from the records of the Corporation of Reading
dating form the 1620s. These are quoted below.
Mondaye, 22 die December. 1623.
At this daye it was agreed as touchinge the skavinger, as followeth, viz t.
that Richard Jones shalbe skavinger; vizt. he shall sweepe, ridd and carry
awaye weekly all the soile arisinge weekly in and about the Markett
place, vizt. from the Sun dore till the Streete to the Bucher rewe end, at
Mr Dewell’s dore and Market places unto the Walke; from and by all
the Walke unto the Counter dore; from thence in and by all the Markett
place and Streetes downe the Shoomaker Rewe unto th’end of the
Markett by the Taylors’ wall.
A similar appointment with identical duties was made on 29 October 1624
when Nathaniell Hersey was privileged to be “the skavinger this yere, from
this daye”. Hersey was reappointed on 23 December 1625 when he again
took on the duty of scavenging “from the Sun dore upwards all that streete”
and again on 29 October 1626. In 1629, however, we find that “at this daye
[17 September] Edward Shippey did bargayne and agree to doe the office of
scavenger from Michaellmas next for one whole yeare” with Sun again
forming a strategic point in his Territory. The Sun also appears during this
period in the account of the rather extravagant pub crawl at his master’s
expense undertaken by a London apprentice and recounted in Chapter 5.
These references do, however, lead us to question whether in these early days
the Sun Inn referred to is the building we know today. The Market Place is,
of course, the old Market Place below St Laurence’s church, while Bucher
According to the British Beer and Pub Association, there were 60,000 pubs
in the UK in 2005, of which 53,450 were located in England and Wales.
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Rowe is part of what is now King Street and Shoomaker Rewe the High
Street. If the Streete is assumed to be the Newe Strete (later Friar Street), the
original Sun would appear to be located somewhere within that eastern area
that then formed the commercial heart of Reading rather than on what was
then its western fringes. Indeed until 1760, there was a Sun Lane and
properties in this thoroughfare, along with Back Lane, were purchased by a
Mr Richards and pulled down to form what is now King Street. It seems not
unreasonable to suppose that the original Sun may have been a casualty of
this bit of 18th century redevelopment; thereafter the Castle Street pub was
free to become the Sun by dropping the suffix “Rising”, although this does
not seem to have occurred until around 1830.
Certain indentures dating from the early 18th century are believed to relate to
the present Sun and may possibly point to the origins of its use as a public
house, although this is not explicitly stated. The first of these, dated “14 July,
6 Anne, 1707”, involved two Reading gentlemen, John Westmorland and
Robert Noake. The former of these can possibly be identified with John
Wastmarland, a Reading clothier who was sent on behalf of the people of the
town to Newbury to request help from the Count of Nassau against the Irish
troops stationed in the town during the Glorious Revolution of 1688. His
action led to the only battle, usually referred to as a skirmish, of the famously
but not quite bloodless revolution, in which the Irish were routed. At a later
period Westmorland served as postmaster of Reading from 1716 at a salary of
£30 per year.
The registers of St Mary’s Church indicate that John, son of William and Jane
Westmorland, was baptised on Christmas Eve 1661 and buried on 3
September 1723. His father may be presumed to be the William
Westmorland who is listed in the Churchwardens’ Accounts of St Mary’s as
Surveyor of the Highways in 1661-2. John was married to Mary Westmorland
by 1683, when the baptism of a daughter is recorded. The 1707 indenture is
in effect a mortgage and records that in return for £60 already paid by Robert
Noake, John Westmorland “demised, granted, bargained and sold”:
Three little messuages or tenements, backsides and gardens on N. side
of Castle St, between messuages occupied by Edward Hodges and
backside now occupied by John Westmorland on E. side and messuage
and garden now or lete in tenure or occupied by Thomas Blisset on
W.side.
The three messuages now occupied by Benjamin Staire and William
Dorman and now or lete occupied or in tenure of John Aldridge, Wm.
Thompson and John Westmorland.
Noake was to hold the property from 13 July 1706 for 500 years, paying a
peppercorn rent at Michaelmas. The indenture became void if Westmorland

gave £61.10s. on 15 January next, otherwise the property passed to Robert
Noake and his heirs for the term.
The second indenture is from 1726 (i.e. after the death of John Westmorland)
and is dated “7 Nov. 18 George I 1726”. This takes the form of a sale of
property between William Noake of Southcote, Esq., executor of the will of
Robert Noake, his father, deceased and Henry Deane of Reading, gent. It
appears from this that the £61.10s to redeem the mortgage was not paid with
the result that Edward Noake had obtained possession of the property.
In addition, John Westmorland was bound (had entered into a bond) in £120
for payment of the £60 loan. The document also records that Robert Noake
had made William his executor and that the will had been proved in the
Prerogative Court of Canterbury. William is owed £71.8s as his father’s
legatee as principal and interest for the debt plus £47.14s. as principal and
interest on bond plus £12 for costs of obtaining Bill of Forfeiture against
John Westmorland in the Exchequer Court. The indenture further witnesses
that £131. 5s. has been paid by Henry Deane to William Noake. The John
Deane involved in the sale of 1757 must be assumed to be a descendant of
Henry. Curiously, however, the Rising Sun is also mentioned in the probate
inventory of Elizabeth Burd of Castle Street, dated 1748. This indicates that
she was at that time owner of property in Castle Street including the Rising
Sun, as well as other real estate in the town, among which is mentioned
another hostelry, the Hat and Feather, on which she possessed a mortgage.
It is also recorded (and this is perhaps the most interesting part of the
documents in relation to the genesis of the Sun) that the properties had
recently been converted by John Westmorland into several rooms which now
consist of a parlour “scouting the street”, five chambers over the parlour, a
kitchen with room over, two stables next to it, garden and two little rooms
called Ostry and Granary and half yard belonging to the Golden Lyon Inn in
possession of [gap] Westmorland, widow (presumably Mary). This description
is certainly suggestive of the Sun Inn. One cannot help feeling that John
Westmorland and his widow got rather a raw deal.
The Noakes are also recorded in the registers of St Mary’s, which show that
William was born to Robert and Anne Noake in 1690. One older brother,
Robert, died aged 37 in 1717, and Robert Noake senior in 1719. His own
burial is recorded in 1737, so that he enjoyed the fruits of his property dealing
for just eleven years. It was probably Robert senior who was Mayor of
Reading in 1701 and another son, Thomas (1684-1732), seems to have been
Mayor in the year of his death. The Deanes likewise contributed a number of
Mayors to Reading’s history.

The leading inns of Reading during the 16th to 18th centuries were as follows4:
The Angel, Broad Street, which developed from a 16th century
brewhouse to become by 1785 a leading coaching inn. Demolished
1964. Site now occupied by British Home Stores.
The Bear, Castle Street, later removed to Bridge St. Flourishing by
16255 but later integrated into Simonds’ brewery, part-demolished in
1910 and the remainder during the 1980s. Its name has been preserved
in a new housing development on the Kennet named “Bear Wharf”.
The Boar’s Head, Friar Street, mentioned in 1760, survived as a pub
until recent years but currently boarded up and subject to
redevelopment plans that will result in the demolition of a building that
curiously has not been considered worthy of listing.
The Broad Face, High Street, flourishing in the mid-17th century,
mentioned in Pepys’ Diary. Demolished 1926. Site now occupied by
Lloyd’s Bank.
The Cardinal’s Hat, Minster Street (north side). Existed in preReformation times and was the scene in 1556 of the arrest of Julius
Palmer, Reading’s only Protestant martyr under Mary I. Demolished
pre-1753.
The Castle, Castle Street (north side), claiming (no doubt to the Sun’s
detriment) to be “ the principal inn where the Bath and Bristol coaches
stop at Reading”. This was in 1831, not long before the coach traffic
declined with the onset of the railways. Doubtless this diminished its
glory, although it survived as a pub until 1921. It is interesting to note
that the premises on the opposite side of the street have sometimes
been listed as the Castle Inn, although it seems more likely that they
were a house for the owner of the Castle Brewery. They are currently
used by a firm of solicitors, having also served as a private residence
and a doctor’s surgery in the intervening years.
The Catherine Wheel, Friar Street (east end). Flourishing in 1633,
demolished 1882.
The Cock Inn, Broad Street. Reputedly dating from around 1565, and
facing the slightly older George. Renamed the London Tavern c. 1845
and the Hobgoblin in 1994. A recent change of ownership may herald a
further name change. Obviously never one of the larger inns, but clearly
a survivor and possibly covering a larger area than at present.
The Crown, Crown Street (London Street corner). Flourishing by
1618 and patronised by William Pitt, John Wesley6 and others.

I have been indebted to a 1974 publication by Reading Libraries in
compiling this list.
5 But see also references in gild accounts from 1483, as discussed above.
6 Wesley’s moral influence seems to have lingered around the Crown, for it
was here in 1808 that nearly 100 people joined in forming a society “for
4

Demolished in the 1960s. Not to be confused with the Crown pub on
the south side of Crown Street, demolished in 2001.
The George, King Street. Bears the date 1506 but mentioned as early
as 1423. Still survives as a hotel to this day7.
The Horse and Jockey, Castle Street (near the foot of what is now
more often referred to as Castle Hill). Mentioned in 1699 and
flourished as an inn in the early 19th century. It was apparently rebuilt
around 1823. The Horse and Jockey pub continued to trade under this
name until 2002 when it acquired the new name, equating to its postal
address, of 120 Castle Street.
The King’s Arms, Castle Hill. Became an inn in the mid-18th century
but in the following century reverted to private accommodation
(currently numbered 154-60 Castle Hill). In 1796, it was requisitioned
by the government as a hostel for French clergy from Normandy
fleeing from the French revolution.
The Marquis of Granby, London Road. Originally named the Gallows
Tavern and renamed after the ubiquitous British general in 1763. Still
survives as a pub, latterly serving the “gay community”.
The Peacock, Broad Street. Perhaps the last inn built to serve the
coaching trade, it was described as “nearly new” in 1831. Demolished
in 1922 for a Woolworth’s store, which was in turn demolished in the
1980s, to be later replaced by the company’s current premises.
The Saracen’s Head, High Street. Flourishing by 1723 when the
Reading Mercury came into being in premises next door. Demolished
in 1860s for road developments.
The Ship, Duke Street. Mentioned in 1648, when the Oxford antiquary
and future eponymous museum founder, Elias Ashmole, recorded
having made merry there with others. It was later the scene of a
political meeting when 300 farmers were addressed by William Cobbett
of “Rural Rides” fame in 1822. Survives as a hotel to this day, although
the present building is believed to date largely from 1912 and currently
trades as the Royal County Hotel.
Other inns believed to have been flourishing in the 17th century include the
Bell, the Half Moon, the Olivant, the Raven, the Three Tuns and the
White Swan.

promoting the due observance of the Sabbath and the suppression of
Vice and Immorality”.
7 As far as we are aware, modern day travellers resting at the George are
not invited to partake of a concoction evidently pressed upon their
ancestors in the coaching era and known as “Reading milk”. This
comprised a tumbler of fresh milk with four table spoons of rum, a lump of
sugar and a topping of grated nutmeg.

The Broad Face makes a fleeting appearance in one of the most famous of
all English books, Pepys’ Diary. Samuel Pepys made his only recorded visit to
Reading in the summer of 1668 on the way back to London from Bath:
“16th June (Tuesday). In the evening betimes come to Reading; and I to walk
about the town, which is a very great one, I think bigger than Salisbury: a river
runs through it, in seven branches, which unite in one, in one part of the
town, and runs into the Thames half-a-mile off: one odd sign of the Broad
Face. Then to my inn, and so to bed.
“17th (Wednesday). Rose, and paying the reckoning, 12s. 6d.; servants and
poor, 2s 6d.; musick, the worst we have had, coming to our chamber-door,
but calling us by wrong names…”
Ian Hamblin speculates that the anonymous inn could have been the Sun, and
it would certainly seem possible that if Pepys’ evening stroll took in the seven
bridges and the High Street, he could well have stayed at an inn near the
former landmark. However, since clearly the experience was not entirely a
happy one for the diarist, perhaps it is a distinction that we might not after all
wish to claim for the Sun.
One inn that does receive “black marks” in literature by name is the Bear,
which is referred to in John Byng, Viscount Torrington’s account of his
“Rides round Britain”. Byng stayed there in July 1787 in the course of a ride
into south Wales:
“…and were at the Black Bear, Reading, before our ladies arrived.
Supper order’d, and quickly served, with a bowl (again) of sour and
weak punch: we sat up till eleven o’clock, and were cheerful; but when I
went to bed, I fancied the sheets damp and so to my sides there were
only blankets.”
The Sun is described in a Reading Borough Council document (undated) in
the following terms: Listed Grade II. No 14-16 Castle Street (North Side).
16th to 17th century on older foundations and cellars, altered and modernised.
Two storey and attic. Stucco. Old tile roof. Picturesque group with half
hipped gable to right of centre/ First floor five windows (two in gable which
has one small attic window). Ground Floor has modern range of bar
windows. to left with balustraded balcony over, door with architrave surround
and flat hood, one three light window in gable and small door and one
window to right. A small stone arch in yard called “Norman Arch” and cellars
under Inn are reputed remains of Old Gaol.ii
A further description of interest is derived from a manuscript account by
Derek S. Sherborn, dated 1958, although the references to the castle site are
perhaps a little fanciful:
“This is an interesting structure. The building is supposed to occupy the site
of part of the ancient castle. St Mary’s Chapel adjoining was erected on the
site of the ancient gaol which also occupied part of the site of the old castle.

The cellars of the Sun are somewhat extensive and are reputed to have been
used as cells for the gaol. There are traces of stone walling in the cellar of
probable mediaeval date. A C17 sword bearing the arms of Reading was
discovered here in a wall some years ago.
“The present building is of timber framing plastered, which may in parts be
of mediaeval date. A number of early 18c leaded casement and sash windows
remain. In the West wall of the building is a shaft leading from the roof
downward, which has never been explored. Near what may be the bottom of
this shaft is a horizontal cavity about 6 ft. long.”
These accounts both demonstrate one of the difficulties in dealing with the
history of the Sun that is the rather peculiar mixture of myth, fact and fancy,
which surrounds the history of the site. There is no evidence whatever that
the site was ever occupied by a castle, although we must assume that Reading
once had such an amenity and that it was somewhere in this neighbourhood.
There is stronger evidence that it housed a chapel of Franciscan grey friars,
forming an offshoot of the main Greyfriars site in Friar Street, but even this is
uncertain. Certainly part of the site was occupied by the gaol, although St
Mary’s Chapel was built on the remains of the old gaol, purchased from the
county authorities by its founding fathers. There is also strong evidence of a
business connection between the inn and the gaol, which will be discussed in
a later chapter. A further complication is that the smaller and lower part of
the Sun, forming its eastern side, was originally a separate cottage and again
may have been associated with the gaol, although some have described it as
an ostler’s house. The cottage was integrated into the pub in 1977, at which
time there came to light a clay pipe dated to 1680-1710 and a “lamp shell”
fossil allegedly from a period 80 million years ago when Berkshire was under
the sea. These were discovered by Douglas Giles and Maurice Burchell, two
of the workmen carrying out the alterations.
We are on firmer historical ground with a document of 1903 that forms part
of the census of Reading’s public houses, which the borough undertook in
that year.
The Sun is classified as an alehouse and we learn furthermore that it is a
freehold property with a rateable value of £50, with the freeholder named as
Hugh Hawkins and the lessees as the brewers, Blandy, Hawkins and Co. The
licensee was Charles Roberts, of whom more will be told in Chapter 8, who at
that time had held the licence for 27 years. He held the tenancy of the Sun on
a quarterly basis with an annual rent of £37 pa. and was tied to the brewery
for supplies of beer, wine and spirits. At this time and we trust at all other
times Mr Roberts had a clean bill of health with “Convictions against the
house within 5 years ending 30th June 1903: Nil.”

Rooms for public use are described as “bar, parlour, market room and tap
room” and other amenities are gathered into the phrase: “All requirements
for man and beast provided”. Stabling for 40 horses and vehicles was
provided and the geography of the house is also detailed: “One W.C. for
customers. One W.C. for private use.” There are two entrances, one fronting
Castle Street and one from the yard.
In general remarks the Sun is characterised as “an old house in good repair
and clean” and it is stated that it is a “house used by tradesmen and carriers as
a depot and house call.” This much will be abundantly evident from a later
chapter. The potential customers of the Sun are also suggested by the
description of Castle Street itself: “Residential neighbourhood in the upper
part of the street, but considerable number of working class in lower.” The
competition is also detailed. Castle Street contained five alehouses, three
beerhouses, one wine shop with an on-licence and one with an off-licence.
The nearest of these rivals were the Castle Inn (alehouse, 43 yards), Lion
Brewery Tap (beerhouse, 9 yards – in fact next door to the Sun) and
Tunbridge’s Wine “Off” at 39 Castle Street (76 yards). Of these rivals only
the Horse and Jockey continues to this day (now trading as 120 Castle Street),
although Castle Street has three new pubs, The Brewery Tap (formerly
Courage’s Social Club), the Litten Tree (part of a large chain of identically
named houses) and the almost unique Sweeney Todd’s ale and pie shop. In
addition the Horn, which was then regarded as being in St Mary’s Butts, is
now situated at 2 Castle Street. The lost locals of Castle Street include not
only the Lion at Number 20, which was the brewery tap of Samuel Higgs’
brewery, but also the Truro at Nos 46-48. both houses were redeveloped to
form the new magistrates’ courts and police station in the early 1970s. Higgs’
brewery had flourished for around a hundred years until it was taken over by
Thomas Wethered of Marlow in 1958. The Truro was also for a while
associated with a brewery, that of William James Justins-Brinn which was
acquired by Fergusons Ltd of Broad Street in 1900.
Within a slightly larger radius, comprising also presumably Hosier Street and
the Butts, there were 21 licensed premises, comprising 9 alehouses, 8
beerhouses with on-licences and two each beer and wine off-licences.
Long a feature of the Sun’s architecture was its underground stables. These
were entered from an ancient doorway attributed to the Norman period and
possibly part of the friary once reputedly forming part of Castle Street’s
geography. The archway was uncovered in 1922 but was dismantled in 1948
and given to the town for future reconstruction. The underground hall
provided stabling for 50 horses but is also believed to have been formerly
associated with the old gaol. In the motor age these continued to be used as
storage for the cast of circuses and other entertainments. A captioned

photograph in the Hop Leaf Gazette, associated with a feature on the
popularity of the tropical fish known as the Guppy, shows “Lechimi, a young
Indian elephant stabled at the Sun Inn, Reading, during the pantomime
season.” The beast is shown by a door marked “The Sun Inn Enquiries” and
it is jokingly suggested that he or she might have been asking: “What’s all this
about Guppies!” Rightly or wrongly the rampaging of the elephants from
Bertram Mills Circus was widely believed to have caused cracking of the posts
to which they were tethered with consequent weakening of the ancient
supporting beams of the hall. As a result the structure collapsed in 1947 and
the hall was once again walled up. It appears that this misfortune occurred the
day after the current Mayor and Mayoress of Reading had visited it on what is
described as “a tour of inspection”!
In 1957, the Sun’s importance as a building of special architectural and
historic interest when it was scheduled by the Minister of Housing and Local
Government under the Town and Country Planning Act of 1947. A rather
twee account of the Sun appeared the following year in the Hop Leaf
Gazette:
Our last port of call that night was the delightful Sun in Castle Street
which stands, somewhat impudently, elbow to elbow with a church.
This charming house, with its narrow passages, twisting about like the
wards of a key, invites one like a deeply comfortable mahogany
armchair. A perfect English tavern, and Mr L. J. Robbins, a small
humorous man8 is the perfect landlord in such a setting.
Listing effectively ensured that like the chapel next door but unlike other
well-respected Castle Street pubs such as the Lion Brewery Tap and the
Truro, the Sun survived the manic redevelopment of the town centre that
took place in the early 1970s. Recent reports have suggested that the most
prominent of these new buildings, the Civic Offices, may soon be
demolished. Doubtless that great Reading visionary and former mayor,
Phoebe Cusden, would have rejoiced at this news, writing as she did in 19779:
…the inn remains, cheek by jowl with and in marked contrast to the
new civic buildings, as a pleasant reminder of the more gracious era
before the advent of the utilitarian age.
Because of its proximity to the council headquarters, the Sun has sometimes
been popular with Council members – doubtless slaking their thirst after
I have been informed that Mr Robbins was not only humorous but was
habitually moonstruck at New Moon. He would be half way through
making a sandwich (an art at which he reportedly excelled) when he
would go glassy-eyed, leave the completion of the sandwich to his wife
and disappear for four days until the moon began to wane in earnest!
9 In “Coley, Portrait of an Urban Village”.
8

endless Committee meetings and much gaseous eloquence – and such latterday parliamentary luminaries as Martin Salter and Jane Griffiths were
sometimes spotted in the bar during their days as councillors.
The integration of the cottage with the Sun, referred to earlier, coincided with
a major refurbishment and the opportunity to uncover original beams and
other features. The completion of these works was marked by the drawing of
a ceremonial pint by one Mr George Bousfield, Senior Retail Trade Director
of Courage (Central) Ltd on 1 December 1977. No doubt the then licensee,
Jim Dargie, was glad to have his newly refitted pub in full working order in
time for the Christmas trade.
The construction of the new civic amenities, referred to above, coincided
with the destruction of much of the old inner-urban housing in the Coley and
Hosier Street areas and to some extent changing the “catchment area" of the
Sun and other town centre pubs. Although the intervening period has seen
the construction of the Holybrook estate on part of the former brewery site
as well as new flats incorporated within the Oracle development, it is
probable that the market analysis which then licensee, Donald Stringer and
his wife, Bea, gave in an interview to the “Chronicle Weekender” in March
1986 still holds true today:
“Basically, we are classified as an office pub. We cater for office and
shop workers looking for good food and good service. The main menu
is home cooked by my wife, and we offer a full range of beers and
lagers and the other alcoholic and non-alcohol drinks.
“In the evening we have office and shop workers calling on their way
home and after that the clientele changes. It becomes younger, although
the age range is from 18 to 80, all getting along well together, but the
average age I would say is around 25. We have our regulars who come
in from a wide area, some even making a journey back into town to talk
with people in a comfortable, friendly atmosphere.”
At that time the Sun was reported as being popular with musicians and
technicians at the Hexagon while the first Monday of the month saw the
gathering of the Triumph Sports Six Motor Club, followed on the second
Monday by the Reading Cycle Campaign.
For many of the Sun’s customers, however, good plain drinking was the
priority and these happy souls obtained their reward in 1982 when Courage
ran a Barrel of Fun competition – an allusion no doubt to the popular song
that exhorted listeners to roll out the barrel. Customers received the gift of a
ticket each time they entered the pub and some of these won instant prizes
such as a half pint of Best Bitter or lager, a John Courage beer mug or a bag
of peanuts. The competition culminated in a raffle which was won by a group

of eight, including Ian Hamblin, who had evidently pooled their resources,
winning between them 88 one-pint beer vouchers. The second prize
comprised two bottles of champagne while the third winner had to be
content with a lone bottle of Scotch Whisky.
In 1987, the Sun celebrated the 200 hundredth anniversary of the Courage
brewing empire, perhaps little suspecting that in a few years time it would be
no more. Supposedly 18th century serving wenches appeared behind the bar
and customers were also invited to appear in the costume of 1787. Beer prices
were 50p a pint – somewhat more than would have been paid by our
Georgian ancestors – nearer to late 1970s perhaps! A teddy bears’ picnic
further enlivened the celebrations.
In 1988, the Sun was unwittingly one of a number of pubs that took part in
an “experiment” conducted by one Tony Johnston of the Evening Post. It
was in that year that the government of Mrs Thatcher passed one of its more
popular measures by permitting public houses to open during the hours of 11
am and 11 pm between Monday and Saturday. The community charge (or
poll tax) that passed into law about the same time was less enthusiastically
received. However, Mr Johnston discovered that the new freedoms were not
universally available in Reading:
I started at The Sun in Castle Street….I entered at 2.35 and spotted
ominous towels draped over the beer pumps. I said: “I’d like a pint of
lager, landlord.” Trainee manager Dennis Parsons looked at me with a
smile on his face and replied: “No chance! You’ll not get a drink in here
until after 5 pm.” He explained that the powers-that-be at Courage,
who run The Sun, had decided that it would not be profitable to keep
the pub open from 11 o’clock in the morning to 11 at night, which the
laws now allowed.
For the record, this pioneering investigative journalist was equally
unsuccessful at the Horn, the George and the Coopers, but found that the
London Tavern (now Hobgoblin) and Bugle were both open and doing a
roaring trade! The Sun, like most town centre pubs, has since overcome its
initial qualms and is “open all hours”.
Originally an independent business, the Sun passed into the hands of Blandy,
Hawkins & Co. in the course of the 19th century and followed their
vicissitudes in the wave of brewery take-overs that characterised the early part
of the 20th century. These are described in greater detail in Chapter 9. The Sun
thus became a Simonds house in 1920. Simonds merged with Courage and
Barclay in 1960 and the company, which had in the meantime absorbed other
breweries, notably John Smith’s of Tadcaster, subsequently was acquired by
the Imperial Tobacco Group (ITG), under which the Sun became part of
Imperial Inns and Taverns Ltd (IITL). IITL used the house as a training
ground for future pub managers during the 1980s while Mr Donald Stringer

held the license. ITG was in turn absorbed into the Hanson Group in 1986.
It did not take Lord Hanson long decide that brewing did not form part of
his core business and the following year Courage was sold on to the
Australian brewing group, Elders, best known for brewing Foster’s Lager.
The Sun made both the Evening Post and the Chronicle on 7 October 1987
when the first batch of the “amber nectar” (which effectively put paid to the
Hofmeister Bear) went on sale. Courage District Manager, Pip Bevan, was
apparently among the first customers to sample the new product. The launch
included “the chance to win free pints, T-shirts, wallets, and a holiday downunder in Australia.” Whether this involved an obligation to accompany
Crocodile Dundee into the outback was not disclosed.
When Elders ran into difficulties Courage then merged with the Scottish and
Newcastle Breweries to form Scottish Courage (ScotCo), the current owners
of the Sun through a subsidiary, Scottish and Newcastle Retail Ltd, in 1995.
Rumour or perhaps more than rumour has it, however, that S&N intends to
shed its pub estate to concentrate on brewing. It is unlikely, therefore, that
the last chapter in this part of the story has been written. A brief history of
Simonds and other breweries connected with the Sun forms Chapter 9.
In terms of beer supply, up until 1979 when the old Simonds brewery in
Bridge Street closed down the majority of beer drunk in the Sun was Readingbrewed, notably Courage Best Bitter, although some keg and packaged beers
would have been brought in from other breweries within the group and
Directors Bitter was brewed successively at the Alton and London plants.
For some years prior to 1975 the beer served at the Sun was kept under top
pressure but when in that year Courage, bowing to overtures from the
“pressure group”, CAMRA, reintroduced hand-pulls to 25 of its pubs in
Berkshire, the Sun was happily among these – and even more happily it has
been a “real ale” pub ever since. The first Berkshire beer guide published by
local branches of CAMRA in 1976 characterised the Sun as a “Good friendly
old pub with a large collection of mugs hanging from the ceiling. A recent
reconvert to hand pumps and a really excellent pint” [of Courage Best Bitter].
By 1978, Directors, which had become more widely available in response to
renewed demand for real ale, had been added to the menu.
In 1979 brewing of real ales transferred to Bristol while most packaged beers
were brewed at the new Worton Grange beer factory, situated on the
southern fringes of the town close to the M4. Spirited efforts by the local
branches of the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA), with the support of a
petition of affected licensees, to induce Courage to brew cask beers at the
new brewery fell on deaf ears. In 1999, the Bristol brewery (formerly
Georges) also fell victim to consolidation (the in-word for contraction in the
brewing industry) and Courage real ales are now brewed in John Smith’s
brewery in Tadcaster. The economics of carrying a substance containing 95

to 96% of H2O several hundred miles make little sense to the average
customer of the Sun but evidently this sense of bemusement is not shared by
brewery accountants. However, in addition to the Tadcaster ales the Sun also
markets beers brewed by other brewers, including Marstons of Burton-onTrent, Charles Wells of Bedford and Greene King of Bury St. Edmunds, as
well as other ScotCo group products, such as Theakstons.
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COACHES AND CARRIERS

The very word “inn” conjures up a romantic scene from Dickens and other
old writers, the stage arriving and disgorging its passengers, the melee as
ostlers bustle to change the horses and waiters take orders from the gentlefolk
travelling, while lesser mortals hurry to the taproom for some ale. The scene
has appeared on countless Christmas cards, usually accompanied by snow,
and is all part of what little remains of the sense of England. However, as
was suggested in the previous chapter, the Sun had very little to do with the
major stage coach routes. It was, however, a very important player in the
more humble traffic of the carrier.
If the stage coach is the ancestor of the long distance motor coaches of today
– as well, of course, as the Permanent Way, the carriers were the means, other
than shanks’s pony, by which country folk made their way into the nearest
market town. In other words they were a rudimentary form of omnibus.
Unlike the stage coach they survived into the 20th century, partly because they
could provide services from railway stations into more remote areas. Indeed,
John Dearing’s great-grandparents, Frederick and Mary Woodford, were still
providing such a service from the small village of Dinton into Aylesbury in
the 1930s. In Reading, they survived into the post-war era. The last carrier to
use the Sun was Rackley, who transferred his business to the Boar’s Head
between 1947 and 1949. In many cases, the carriers saw the threat to their
business from the internal combustion engine and some of them set up their
own bus services, often, it seems, using inn yards for free parking. This was
evidently the case with the Sun, where E & S Keep who ran services to
Mortimer in the 1920s and 1930s seems to have gone over to motor buses
during this period, while in 1935 G. P. Howlett’s service to Cold Ash seems
to have given way to the Newbury & District Bus Service. It also worked
both ways. The owner of the Peacock in Broad Street, a Mr James Nelson
Wernham, himself set up several horse-bus routes in the mid-19th century,
linking with other hostelries such as the Prince of Wales, Caversham and the
Queens Head, Christchurch Green. His slogan was “Forward without fear”.
His example appears in part to have inspired the establishment of the Reading
Tramways Company Ltd in 1877 in an attempt to provide better transport.
As the motor car began to supersede the horse, inns and pubs adapted
themselves to the new era. Thus in 1931, we find Frederick George Davey,
listed in Kelly’s Directory of that year, as providing accommodation at the
Sun Inn for motor cars, cycles and lorries. The accommodation in question
was the Sun Inn Garage, first listed in 1927.
We noted in a previous chapter that the Castle was considered to be the
principal coaching inn located in Castle Street. This view is borne out by Ian
Hamblin’s researches, which have only identified one of the principal stage

coach operators as using the Sun. This was the Emerald whose coaches
called at the Sun at 12 noon going down and at 4 pm. going up. In a typical
year, 1830, this was one of 16 coach services passing through the town
between London, Bath and Bristol. These are shown in the following table.
Line of coaches
Royal Mail Night
Regulator
General
Emerald
York House
White Hart
Royal Blue
White Lion (1)
Triumph
General
Monarch
Regent
Pickwick
White Lion (2)
Beaufort Hunt
Coopers (1 & 2)

Down
1.00 am
10.00 am
11.30 am
12 noon
12 noon
2.00 pm
8.00 pm
9.00 pm
9.00 pm
10.30 pm
10.30 pm
11.00 pm
11.00 pm
11.30 pm
n.a
n.a

Up
2.00 am
3.00 pm
4.00 pm
4.00 pm
2.00 pm
3.00 pm
1.00 am
12 noon
1.00 am
3.00 am
4.00 am
3.00 am
2.00 am
3.00 am
n.a
n.a

This list is not, however, exhaustive. Other services to London included the
Telegraph and Zephyr and there were also services to other centres including
the Oxonian to Portsmouth and the Rocket to Southampton and more local
services, many of them departing from T & J Williams’ coach office in King
Street. Coaching died out as a means of transport with the coming of the
railway in 1840 but the Sun continued to benefit from its extensive use by
carriers who continued to service the local areas not covered by the iron
horse. This was perhaps one reason why it survived whereas most of the
larger and more prestigious coaching inns such as the Bear and the Crown,
which would perhaps have shunned the humble carrier, ceased trading. It is
interesting to note that as early as August 1840 the Reading Mercury included
a report on the adverse effect of the railway on trade at Reading’s inns. The
same issue, however, recorded the building of the Great Western Hotel,
opposite the station – a reminder that railway passengers were also in need of
sustenance. For the inns it was a matter of adapting or dying and no doubt
the strategies adopted were many and various. In 1854 the landlord of the
Ship was described as “job and post master, hearse and funeral carriage
proprietor, agent for the Great Western parcel delivery.” The implication is
that it was hard work but at least the Ship survives as one of Reading’s town
centre hotels in 2006, albeit under the blander name of the group that now
owns it.

Carriers listed in the various guides and trade directories as providing services
into and out of Reading, using the Sun as their base, are shown in Appendix
2. Although some services were provided on a daily basis, the most popular
days were evidently Wednesday and Saturday, the latter being Reading’s
market-day in the 19th century, while Wednesday was the day of the cattle
market. The table lists all locations served by each carrier, although in the
course of their business the individuals concerned varied their routes,
dropping some villages and taking up others, no doubt as directed by good
old market forces. Sometimes, when a route changed hands the Sun lost out,
as in 1939 when Cooper took over Burtwell’s Sandhurst and Wokingham
service but elected to operate from the White Hart. At other times the same
individual would alter his allegiance, as in 1892 when Ireland switched his
Basingstoke service from the Sun to the Black Horse. Towards the end of the
era of the carrier it is likely that at least some of these services changed their
character. H. E. Mayhew for instance, operating services to villages to the
west and north-west of Reading, advertised himself as a luggage and furniture
remover, whereas the more popular sub-title for most services was
“passengers and parcels”.
Carriers are first listed as using the Sun as a base in 1818 while the last entry is
in 1947 when three carriers were still in business, Horley, Rackley and
Wigmore. These had all fled the nest by 1949, although Rackley is still listed,
having, as we have noted above, moved to the Boar’s Head.
If as seems likely the carriers’ services were used by the more lowly classes of
society, there is also some evidence that the Sun was used by the genteel too.
This is provided in a letter to Ian Hamblin from a Miss Cordelia Grant of
Shinfield:
“My grandmother, Elizabeth Fouracre, in the 1890s, used to travel by
pony and trap every Sunday evening from Wellmans Farm, Burghfield,
to worship at St Mary’s Butts. After stabling the pony at “The Sun” she
changed hats from a hat box which permanently stayed on the
premises.”
The Sun also played a part in the rural postal services, which in the early 19 th
century were for the most part undertaken by the carriers, using mail carts.
Thus the Ambroses were active in this trade some years before they began
their carrier services. From 1801 to 1807 they called at the Sun, taking post to
Mortimer three days a week (Wed/ Fri/ Sun) but then switched to the Black
Boy. From 1829 they also served Burghfield. Having also in the meantime
used the Broad Face from 1827 they reverted to the Sun, also using Shoulder
of Mutton to 1831, Williams Coach office to 1843 and thereafter till 1845
Cross Street. Following this the Ambroses seem to have ceased their postal
duties, although continuing as carriers until 1859. Ford combined his work as

carrier with that of postman for Ashamstead, Bradfield, Bucklebury,
Beenham, Calcot, Englefield, Padworth, Stanford Dingley, Theale and
Tilehurst from 1846 to 1849. The only other “postman” listed as using the
Sun is Johnson whose mail cart is recorded in Stevens’ Directories of 1888
and 1893 as leaving the Sun daily at 5 am.
On one occasion in 1860 the carrier from Mortimer evidently did not make it
to Reading. This was Mrs Ambrose and since this is also the last we hear of
this redoubtable family it may perhaps have been the occasion of her
retirement from the business. The Berkshire Chronicle for 28 April reported:
“On Saturday last, as Mrs Ambrose, the carrier was starting from
Mortimer to Reading, her donkey, which she was driving, became
unmanageable and running up he bank near Sir P. Hunter’s threw the
poor woman out, the cart passing over her body as she lay on the
ground. When taken up it was found that she had broken her arm,
besides severely bruising her body. She was immediately attended by J.
Izzard Esq. under whose care and attention, we are glad to say, she is
favourably progressing.”
Also playing a considerable part in the life of the Sun was the waggon, which
may be seen as the ancestor of the “juggernaut” of today. Its rôle is well
described by a writer, assuming the pseudonym, Belford Regis, writing in The
Reading Standard in 1923:
The “Sun” Inn…had a great vogue with through the stage waggoner of
the Bath Road. The stage waggon was a picturesque feature of the old
road, their number, regularity and the volume of traffic conveyed made
them if great commercial importance. The huge covered wains, with
their broad wheels, drawn by teams of from six to twelve horses each
with the waggoner mounted on a lighter horse and riding by the side of
the team, armed with a whip with which he reached each horse of his
team with dexterous certainty, with the bells of the horses jingling,
these heavy slow moving vehicles of commerce were not less
interesting than their lighter and faster compeers of the road. The
houses, which catered for the stage waggon had great need for the
capacious range of stables, and this the “Sun” certainly possessed.
Waggons are recorded in Rushers Reading Guide of 1845 as passing through
Reading from Bath, Bristol, Marlborough, Devizes, Bradfield, Trowbridge,
Swindon and Newbury on their way to London at hourly intervals, with the
most prominent inns servicing these being the Horse and Jockey, The Sun,
the Little Crown and the Row Barge. Ingalls Directory of Reading of 1837
records Josey’s waggons leaving the Sun Inn for London on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays at 9 am, returning on the following days at noon.
Josey’s offices were conveniently situated in nearby Hosier Street. In London,
Josey used the Saracen’s Head, Friday Street (off Cannon Street).

In 1860, the then landlord, Frederick Thompson, decided it was time to
diversify his business, with the result that the following advertisement
appeared in the Berkshire Chronicle for 7 January, on the front page.
F. Thompson begs to acknowledge the kindness and patronage
extended towards him by the inhabitants of Reading and its vicinity,
and begs to acquaint them that he has purchased some well trained
horses for ladies and gentlemen.
Let on hire by the week, month or year.
Riding taught on the same system as at Brighton. Dogcarts and c. and c.
for hire on the shortest notice.
A few pupils required to form a Class.
Thompson left the Sun during the same year. One wonders whether this
venture into equestrian pursuits was not the success he had hoped for.

4

THE FRIENDLY SOCIETY

1796 saw the establishment of a Society held at the House of Mr JOHN
PREW at the RISING SUN in Castle Street. Reading. This was “instituted
on the 1st of August” in that year and “established on the 23rd of the same
Month”. This body was a friendly society with some very laudable rules and
regulations, which were published in a pamphlet reprinted by Snare and Man,
Printers, Reading, in 1813. The members “agreed to associate ourselves in
unity and good-will to each other, and to the utmost of our power, promote
good order, and support these our following Rules and Orders, for the good
and benefit of every member belonging to us.” Membership was denied to
members of “any other Benefit Society, nor soldier, sailor, bargeman,
brewer’s servant, nor bricklayer’s labourer, shall be admitted.” There was an
entry fee of “sixpence for the articles, and sixpence to the clerk” and every
member subsequently had to pay at each meeting “one shilling and
threepence to the stock, and threepence to be spent.”
Article IV states “That every member of this Society shall meet on the last
Tuesday of every month, at MR. JOHN PREW’s, at the Rising Sun, Castle
Street, Reading; and the time of the meeting, from seven to ten o’clock in the
evening, from Lady-day to Michaelmas, and from six to nine, the winter half
year; but if the business of the evening cannot be done in that time, the
stewards to have the power to call for another hour more; and if any one
leaves the room during club-hours, without the steward’s consent (except on
necessary occasions) he shall, if the majority of members think proper, be
fined threepence.”
Apart from the Stewards, another important functionary was the beadle
whose job it was “to serve the beer out to members, and see that none drink
out of their turns.” The Society undertook to “find him a new gold-laced hat
once in four years, and a new gold-laced coat once in seven years, which are
to be taken care of by the landlord of the club house, for the beadle to wear
at the Society’s meetings.” Members were only permitted to drink beer during
club-hours, “except any member is ill, and allowed by the stewards to have
spirituous liquors.” An elaborate system of fines includes forfeits for cursing,
swearing, lying, scurrilous language and any other disorderly behaviour.
Sick members (provided the sickness was nor venereal or “brought on by
fighting”) received an allowance from the Box but “if any sick member, while
on the box, is detected of drunkenness, gaming, or working of any kind, he
shall pay 10s. or be excluded.”
The highlight of the year for the members appears to have been the annual
feast, which took place on Whit-Monday, which was funded by a special levy
on members of one shilling, with “the rest of the expense to be taken out of

the Society’s stock.” The landlord was “allowed £1. 10s for dressing the
dinner &c. and the servants 3s.”
Such mutual benefit societies were quite common in Reading in the early 19th
century, a list appearing in the Berkshire Chronicle of 28 May 1825:
 The Society, meeting at
The Broad Face
 The Friendly Society
The (Rising) Sun
 The Mechanics Society
The Peacock
 The Union Benefit
The Black Inn
 The Society
The Upper Ship
 The Friendly Society
The Horse and Jockey
 The United Brethren
The Royal Oak
 The Friends Union
The Two Brewers
 Hand in Hand
The Barley Mow
 Two Societies
Jack of Newbury
 The Union
The Little Crown
 The Youth’s Good Intent
The Feathers
 A Society
The Black Boy.
This list occurs in the context of a reported meeting of all the societies, from
which we learn that
At the whole of the houses the provision was distributed with a most liberal
hand, and the order and apparent facility with which it was served, entitled
the landlords to great credit. In the course of the evening Edward Wakefield,
Esq., presented each society with five sovereigns, and after stating that Sir
Frederick Henniker10 would have attended, had not business prevented him,
Mr. W. also gave five sovereigns to each society in Sir Frederick’s name.
These very liberal donations were received with general cheering.
The Friendly Society that met at the Sun has long since passed into history
but the social concern that underlay its activities survives in the charitable
collections and sponsorships that are a common feature of pub life today.
The 1980s was seemingly the decade when charity fund-raising stunts became
all the rage. Thus in 1986 we find Courage sponsoring a charity pub crawl
around Reading attempting to raise £1,000 for a new guide dog for the blind.
The crawlers followed the (in)famous Hofmeister bear, which was
photographed outside the Sun holding up one of the lady crawlers and a large
collection of balloons. There was also a three-legged fancy dress crawl about
the same time.
Sir Frederick Henniker was a young baronet who succeeded to his title in
1816. He was also a noted traveller, publishing an account of his journeys
in Egypt etc. in 1823. he did not long survive the generosity recounted
here, dying on xx 1825.
10

Regulars at the pub took part in an unusual competition in 1991 when they
were asked to pay up £1 to guess the speed of a new Phantom powerboat.
£650 was raised for the work of the Motor Neurone Disease Association with
the winners – whose guess of 68 mph11 was more or less spot-on – winning a
weekend at the British Offshore Circuit Racing Championships.
Recently the present landlord of the Sun, Kenn Williams has distinguished
himself in the Reading Half-Marathon, collecting funds for…

11

As reported – presumably these were nautical miles.
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CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

Licensed houses have been associated in one way or another with crime and
punishment from the earliest times. At one extreme some have been the
favourite haunts of off-duty policemen (from Chief Inspector Morse
downwards) and have even been kept by retired officers of the law. At the
other they have been dens of iniquity where the plans of greater or lesser
crimes have been hatched and nurtured. It was said of one landlord of the
Nags Head in London’s Belgravia that the entire criminal fraternity was
represented at his funeral. The Sun no doubt falls somewhere in between
these extremes and certainly has had its share of “incidents” over the years.
At least it can be said that to the best of our knowledge no licensee of the Sun
suffered the indignity that befell the landlady of the Turk’s Head who, in
1915, was arrested on her own licensed premises for drunkenness, incurring a
fine of ten shillings with 10s6d costs.
The earliest story relates to a period that may perhaps be called the Sun’s prehistory, that is before the lifetime of the present building. It is known as
“The Monk’s Revenge” and is related here in the words of a perhaps rather
romantic anonymous historian earlier this century:
A young man of gentle habitsiii was in love with the daughter of the
innkeeper of the old “Sun”, but she abandoned him for a soldier gay,
and the more serious young man, though hurt, took his defeat as
gracefully as he could. The soldier abandoned the girl after ruining her
reputation. He went to the wars, she found rest in the Holybrook. The
rejected man, distracted, sought peace also, and found his in the old
Reading Abbey. He became a monk. Years passed, it might have been
ten or twelve. The monk was one evening in the yard of the Sun Inn
doubtless finding his way hither by means of the tunnel from the
Abbey. What his mission was no one can tell at this date, but certain it
is that, hearing merry-making at the hostelry, he came out into the yard
and while standing there, listening possibly with some regrets to what
might have been, he heard a voice, a voice that stirred memories within
his breast. He had suffered for years, and placed such restraint upon
his feelings that, when he saw the owner of the voice emerge from the
tavern into the yard, he sprang at him with hands outstretched. The
soldier, back from the wars, now an old campaigner, eluded the rush,
and plucked his dirk from its sheath. The monk ran back at him,
receiving the full thrust, but before his spirit could escape from its
earthly tenement he had fastened his bony fingers round the other’s
throat. His blood was pouring from him, soaking the soldier’s garments
as they both fell prone and gushing out upon the cobbled yard. The
soldier’s friends strove in vain to detach the dead man’s fingers, and

before they could find artificial instruments to effect this purpose their
comrade was dead, beneath the corpse of the monk.
We are on slightly firmer ground with the case in 1626 when Robert Woodd,
a sayler, an apprentice to Captayne Tokeleye of London who was examined
on 22nd and 28th April in connection with a spending spree in the town’s
hostelries with money that did not belong to him. His master had sent him to
a tailor to collect some money owed to him and instead of returning it to him
he had travelled to Reading via Brentford, Hounslow and Maidenhead and
put up at the Bell for four nights at a cost of 40 shillings, to which he
generously added a further four shillings in tips to the “servantes”. Further
sums were spent at the Olivant taverne (30s), the George (10s), the Sun (3s)
and the Three Tuns (12d). Whilst the Sun’s contribution looks small by
comparison it should be borne in mind that the present worth of the currency
is about one-sixtieth of what it was in the early 17th century. 3s = 180s =
£7.50 or around three and a half pints! In the words of the record of his first
examination:
He…came to this towne Sondaye last, and there lodged at the signe of
the Bell. He brought from St. Katherine’s with him xxiiijl.i in money,
gold and silver, whereof he spent x, xj or xijli. in 3 or 4 dayes, and the
rest, viz. xiijli., the Constables had of him. And saith he had this money
by this meanes, viz. Captayne Tokely sent this Examinate to a taylour’s
house beyond London stone, with a quittance to recover of that taylour
xxiiijli. Which he did receive and had of the taylour, and the money
being due to this Examinate he tooke it and came awaye with the
money intending to goe to Bristoll. Sent to Warde.
In its earlier days up to 1796 the Sun stood next to Reading Gaol. Its
underground hall is believed to have sometimes served as an extension to the
prison, notably as a place where prisoners awaiting execution spent their last
night on earth. After the prison itself had been reduced to rubble and
replaced by the chapel the underground hall continued to be used to house
French prisoners in the Napoleonic Wars. There is also evidence from traces
of vast ovens that the inn supplied food to the gaol and it is tempting to
consider that some of the drinking vessels recently discovered in a cess pit
under St Mary’s were filled from the Sun to satisfy the thirst of the prisoners.
Up until 1731 something of a extortion racket persisted as the gaolers were
able to charge the prisoners more or less what they liked for food and
lodging. This was rectified in that year with the publication of a table of rules
and fees, including: “1. Prisoners are to send for beer, ale and victuals from
what place they may please.”
An incident in 1825 was reported as taking place at a hostelry called the Swan
Inn, Castle Street, but it seems certain that this was an error, the Swan being

situated in St Mary’s Butts, and that the events related to the Sun, which was
at that time the meeting place of “a very large benefit society” known as the
Friendly Society12. The society had 230 members, of whom 160 sat down to
dinner at the Sun on Whit Monday. On the previous Saturday, according to
the Berkshire Chronicle, the landlord had “placed in a room at the back part
of the yard where the dinner is taken, a barrel of beer, from which a
considerable quantity was stolen” overnight. “In consequence, two men were
placed in the room to watch on Sunday night, and about half-past twelve the
prisoner made his appearance.” The culprit, “a notorious thief” called J.
Herbert, approached the barrel with a lighted candle and removed a sheet
which was covering it, at which point one of the two watchmen accosted him,
seizing him by the collar. The resourceful criminal escaped by blowing out his
candle “but was afterwards apprehended. It appeared that the prisoner had
effected an entrance into the room by removing a few tiles, which enabled
him to open a window.” Since he had been stopped before committing the
intended crime, no charge of felony was made against him and instead “he
was dealt with as a vagrant, and ordered to be imprisoned and held to hard
labour for three months.”
In 1947 Arthur Davey who held the license throughout the war years and the
“age of austerity” that followed them was commended by the Deputy Chief
Constable, Supt. J. Lawrence, for his action in giving chase to a Scotsman
who attempted (to use a phrase much favoured by defence counsel in later
years) to borrow his motor car without permission. Mr Davey was in the yard
at the rear of the Sun one night at 11.30 when he heard someone and thinking
it was one of his regulars said “Good evening.” There was no reply except the
slamming of a car door. This time Davey called out “Who is there?” only to
see a man rush past him into Castle Street. He chased him into St Mary’s
Butts, through the churchyard, down Chain Street and across Broad Street
into Queen Victoria Street where Police Constable Burton was out on the
beat and responded to Mr Davey’s request to “Stop that man!”
The Scotsman, whose name was Clark, gave as his defence that he was drunk
and did not know what he was doing. He had missed the bus back to
Abingdon where he was employed as a hotel porter and so thought he would
help himself to Mr Davey’s car. It was also disclosed that he had a criminal
record for shop breaking and theft committed in 1945, following his
discharge from the navy at the end of the war. The Chairman of the
Magistrates, Mr W J Leaver, dismissed the excuse that Clark was drunk –
“Otherwise I don’t think you could have run to Queen Victoria Street” – and
imposed a fine of £3 with the alternative of a month in gaol.

12

See also Chapter 1.

In more recent years industrial tribunals have been a feature of our justice
system and one later landlord was involved in a case of wrongful dismissal in
1982. Jim Dargie had managed the Sun for Courage for eight years and
achieved an entry in an Egon Ronay Guide when he was suspended and then
sacked two days later on 10th February 1982. This followed a spot check by
the brewery, which led to allegations of “gross misconduct” on Dargie’s part.
An interesting relic of the Sun’s connection with the adjacent gaol was
discovered in 1923. This was a sword dated to the Stuart period and more
precisely to the years 1637-47. This came to light in the course of alterations
to the inn, which also uncovered a previously hidden Tudor wall. The
weapon was found embedded in a brick wall of the bar-room, believed to
have been part of the brick ovens referred to above, and was described in
contemporary reports as being shaped like a cutlass, with a hide handle on top
on which five tiny human heads are finely moulded in metal. Also uncovered
at the same time was a curiously shaped piece of iron known as a pot-hanger.
The theory was advanced that, since the area in question had formed part of
the cookhouse of the old gaol, the sword might have been used by the gaoler
for his own protection against the dangerous criminals incarcerated on the
site. An alternative suggestion, however, is that it was a hunting sword left
behind by a visiting royal huntsman in the days when Windsor Forest
extended close to Reading, although quite what he would have been doing
rummaging around in the cookhouse remains to be explained! Neither of
these explanations fits too well with the theory that the original Sun was in
another part of the town.

6

WAR AND WAR’S ALARMS

As the largest town in Berkshire Reading must have been a natural recruiting
ground for the country’s armed forces down the centuries. When John
Howard visited the old Reading County Gaol, he found no fewer than 19
men who had been pressed into the Royal Navy, outnumbering by one the
more normal population of felons and debtors. It is not surprising, therefore,
that the inn next door also played its part in keeping the forces of the King
supplied with men.
This was especially the case during the Napoleonic Wars (1793-1815).
Fortunately at this time of national crisis it was not always necessary to
employ the somewhat dubious methods used by the press gangs; subtle
persuasion could be just as effective. Around 1807 the Sun was the scene of
a recruitment drive by Lord Paget’s Hussars, whose recruitment poster read
as follows:

The Honors and Comforts attached to the life of a Hussar
are innumerable; he has everything that he can possibly wish
for found him, without any trouble to himself. He is
comfortably and most handsomely clothed and mounted on
the finest Blood Horses England can produce, and has the
pleasure of dining every day upon all the luxuries of the
Season, with a set of the jolliest Fellows in the World.
Fine Fellows of good Character, who wish to make their
Fortune, may receive
A LARGE BOUNTY
Enter immediately into free Quarters and liberal Pay, and be
treated at all times as gentlemen,
By Applying to Captain Duckinfield
Or Serjeant Hough, at the Sign of the Sun, Reading.
God Save the King
N.B. The Hussars are not allowed to ride their Horses
hunting more than once a Week, except when in the
Neighbourhood of His Majesty’s Stag Hounds.
No mention of going off to fight Boney in the Peninsular War: the author
would undoubtedly have had a promising career with Saatchi and Saatchi, had
he been born two hundred years later!

Historical research by a former landlord of the Sun has dated the poster fairly
accurately to 1807, since this was the year that the former 7th Light Dragoons
were renamed the 7th (Queen’s Own) Hussars. Captain Duckinfield, named
in the poster, had been commissioned Cornet (2nd Lieutenant) on 8 October
1801, rising to Lieutenant on 2 June 1806 and Captain on 20 November 1806.
The regiment subsequently took part in the Coruna campaign under Sir John
Moore, whose death inspired one of the best known war poems of this
period, “The Burial of Sir John Moore at Coruna” by Charles Wolfe. Sadly it
is recorded that Captain Duckinfield drowned in 1809 when the troop
transport Despatch sank off the Lizard in Cornwall. Perhaps too some of the
fine fellows recruited at the Sun went to Davy Jones’ Locker with him.
Lord Paget himself, the Colonel of the regiment, was an interesting military
character to whom the Dictionary of National Biography justly devotes a fair
deal of space. Unlike the unfortunate Captain Duckinfield, he was also a very
long-lived soldier, dying at the ripe age of 86 in 1854. The heir of the 1st earl
of Uxbridge, he had originally set himself on a parliamentary career, serving
intermittently as an MP from 1790 until he succeeded to his father’s title in
1812. However, with the outset of hostilities with France he felt the call to
arms and saw action in some of the early battles of the war. It was in 1797
that he first became attached to the 7th Light Dragoons, as LieutenantColonel, becoming Colonel in 1801, with the aim of making this regiment one
of the best in the army. He later rose to the rank of Lieutenant-General but in
spite of his prowess at Coruna it seems that his military capabilities were
largely ignored by the Army until 1815 when along with his old regiment, the
7th Hussars, he played a distinguished role in the Battle of Waterloo,
sustaining a wound to the leg in the closing shots of the battle, which led to
the amputation of the afflicted limb. Maybe some of the Hussars recruited at
the Sun were still alive to play their part too in that great victory. Paget’s
services were recognised when he was created Marquess of Anglesey and in
1819 he became a full General. Subsequently he returned to politics and
served in various governments as Master-General of the Ordnance and LordLieutenant of Ireland.
It is quite likely that the Sun was also used during the Napoleonic Wars as a
billet for troops. On 27 May 1799, we find the Reading Mercury reporting
that:
By the act lately passed for increasing the rates of subsistence to be paid
to Innkeepers and others, for quartering of soldiers, the noncommissioned officers and soldiers are to pay 10d a day for diet, and
small beer in quarters; and for articles which have hitherto furnished
gratis, in lieu thereof, the Innkeepers etc. are to be allowed 2d per day.
For horses quartered on them, 101/2d a day is to be paid for hay and
straw.

The same organ of the press reported on 3 May 1800 on a bill being discussed
in House of Commons Committee “to give relief to Innkeepers billeting
soldiers.” Mr William Windham, who then held the office of Secretary for
War under William Pitt, had “suggested that in cases where the subsistence
already paid amounted to seven pence halfpenny, his intention was to raise it
three-pence, and make it ten-pence halfpenny; and where they at present
received ten-pence to raise it six-pence, and make one shilling and four-pence.
Resolutions to this effect were carried, together with one imposing a penalty
on Innkeepers refusing to receive such subsistence money.”
Three weeks later the Mercury further reported on a Notice issued by the War
Office on 17 May:

Notice is hereby given, that by an Act of Parliament passed
on the 16th instant the following allowances are granted to
Innkeepers for Soldiers and Horses billeted upon them in lieu
of the former Allowances, viz.
For Diet and Small Beer for Soldiers on a march One
Shilling and Four Pence per day, for each NonCommissioned Officer and Private Man, instead of ten
Pence.
For Men in Stationary Quarters, One Half-penny per day,
instead of Two-Pence, the Soldier providing his own Small
Beer.
For hay and Straw for Horses, One Shilling and Two Pence
for each horse per day, instead of Ten Pence Halfpenny –
The Said allowances are to commence from the 16th instant
inclusive.

Following the despatch of Napoleon first to Elba and later to St Helena,
the Sun appears to have ceased its quasi-military activities. However, a
report in the Reading Standard of 19th June 1915 indicates that its
customers were still of a patriotic persuasion. A collection box for the
“Comforts for Wounded Soldiers appeal” had raised 8s 11d (or 45p).
Later in that war there are reports in the Chronicle of licensed victuallers’
collections for the Royal Berkshire Hospital (RBH) and the War Hospitals
Supplies Depot. In May 1917, a sum of 5s 9d for the RBH from Mr
Davey of the Sun is recorded, exactly double that contributed by the
Lyndhurst Arms13 but somewhat outshone by the eight shillings and one
halfpenny sent in by Mr Absolom of the Horn. In October of the
The report also indicates that at this period Mr Davey also held the
licence of this house.
13

following year £2. 10s 0d was contributed to the hospital – on this
occasion nearly a pound more than the Horn - and in June of the same
year 9s11¼d was collected for war hospital supplies.
It was also during the 1914-18 war that the government began to introduce
various measures to restrict access to liquor. These were experienced in
Reading, Charles Roberts receiving instructions from the authorities to
restrict the drinking rights of hospital patients from the Royal Berkshire
Hospital and in 1915 not to serve women before the hour of 12 noon!
The Second World War brought the black-out but at least we have no
evidence that the then licensee, Arthur Davey, suffered the same
misfortune as William Frederick Lucas of the Travellers’ Friend in Friar
Street, who in May 1940 was “fined 10/- for allowing a light to shine from
the premises”.
The military traditions of the Sun were renewed in June 1974 when James
Dargie took over the pub. It was his first house as a publican, following 22
years’ service in the Scots Guards, in which he rose to the rank of
Regimental Sergeant Major.
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A CASE OF TONYPANDY?

In her splendid detective story on the Two Princes in the Tower, “A
Daughter of Time”, Josephine Tey uses the term Tonypandy to refer to a
historical incident, where the facts have been exaggerated, misreported or
distorted; in this instance the reference is to a supposed massacre of Culloden
proportions that took place in the Welsh mining village under the villainous
direction of Home Secretary, Winston Churchill. Strange to report, the Sun
also has its own bit of Tonypandy. It was claimed in a number of minihistories of the Sun that the English poet, William Shenstone (1714-63)
visited the Sun in Reading around the middle of the 18th century and was
inspired to write a poem of five verses on the joys of being in an English inn.
According to Dr Johnson, Shenstone spent quite a lot of time in both Bath
and London and is thus very likely to have passed through Reading en route.
It is possible, therefore, that he may have visited the Sun and, if so, we trust
he was well refreshed there. However, the fact remains that in its original
published form the poem is entitled “Written at an Inn at Henley”! There is a
Sun in Henley but the author of Inns of England asserts (it is not clear on
what authority) that the inn in question was the Red Lion.
It is, nevertheless, a fine poem and with a little poetic licence we are pleased
to reproduce it here.
To thee fair Freedom! I retire
From flatt’ry, cards, and dice, and din;
Nor art thou found in mansions higher
Than the low cott, or humble inn.
‘Tis here with boundless pow’r I reign,
And ev’ry health which I begin,
Converts dull port to bright champagne;
Such freedom crowns it at an inn.
I fly from pomp, I fly from plate!
I fly from falsehood’s specious grin!
Freedom I love, and form I hate,
And chuse my lodgings at an inn.
Here, waiter, take my sordid ore,
Which lackeys else might hope to win,
It buys what courts have not in store;
It buys me freedom at an inn.
Whoe’er has travell’d life’s dull round,
Where’er his stages may have been,
May sigh to think he still has found
The warmest welcome at an inn.

8

THE INNKEEPERS OF THE SUN

The table below lists the names of those innkeepers of the Sun that have
come down to us.
Name
Wise
John Prew
Samuel Hocker
Anthony Webb
William Winder
Daniel Gosling
George Hill
Frederick Thompson
Robert Parker
Charles Roberts
William Roberts
Frederick George Lovick Davey
Arthur Cecil Davey
Leslie Joseph Robbins
Mrs Ellen Gertrude Robbins
James Syme Dargie
Timothy Smyth
Donald Stringer
Simon Stubie
Andrew Ives
Philip Taylor
Kenn Williams
Dates in italics are conjectural.

Dates
c. 1797
c. 1813
c.1823
1827-43
1844-47
1850-53
1854-5
1856-60
1860-76
1876-1916
1916-7
1917-39
1939-50
1950-66
1967-73
1974-82
1982 Feb-May
1982-89
1989-96
1996
1997-2000
2000-10

The first known innkeeper, John Prew, was also a man of some importance in
St Mary’s parish, being listed successively in Rushers Directory as Constable
(1802), Overseer (1805) and Constable’s assistant (1806). It also seems likely
that he is to be identified with John Prew who married Ann Neville on 31
August 1786 at St Mary’s. Given his later duties it is also plausible to assume
that he was the same John Prew that is named in 1796 as keeper of the new
house of correction and bridewell at the Forbury.
Prew’s dates are conjectural and other evidence suggests the presence in the
Sun of the Wise family towards the end of the 18th century. The Mercury of
26 June 1797 records that “on Tuesday died Mrs [Sarah] Wise, wife of Mr
Wise of the Sun, in Castle Street. Her loss will be severely felt by family and
friends.” It is interesting that here the nomenclature has reverted to the plain
Sun.

In the days before the secret ballot, the politics of the innkeeper were
sometimes published for all to see. A supplement to the Berkshire Chronicle
dated 14 August 1847 shows that in the election of that year, which took
place on 30 July, William Winder, publican, cast his votes for the sitting
members, Charles Russell, Esq and Viscount Chelsea, heir to Earl Cadogan14.
The first of these gentlemen, although a Tory, was prominent as an MP in his
support for parliamentary reform and the abolition of slavery but perhaps of
greater local significance he was Chairman of the Great Western Railway
from 1839 to 1855. Sadly, this very able man committed suicide in 1856.
William Winder’s support for Charles Russell suggests that at least this keeper
of a coaching inn was forward-looking and recognised that the railway and
not the stage-coach was now to be the touchstone of Reading’s economic
success. Prior to taking the Sun in 1844, Winder was listed as trading as a
grocer at 1-2 Castle Street, probably the premises that was absorbed into the
Horn in the 1980s.
The early censuses of population tell us something of the family and
entourage of the innkeepers of the Sun in the second part of the 19th century.
In 1841, Anthony Webb was near the end of his sixteen-year stint at the Sun
and had reached the age of 60. His wife, Martha, was 55 and there were two
children still living at home, William, 20 and Caroline, 15. Also counted as
resident were Elizabeth Simonds, F.L., 20, Alexander McKing, Army, 25, and
two other minors, Edward and Thomas Rogers, both 15 – twins?
Daniel Gosling was only four years in charge but we learn quite a lot from the
1851 census. In that year he was 57, as was his wife, Hannah. He was a local
man from Mortimer but she hailed from Belton in England’s smallest county
of Rutland. There was also a married daughter, Anne, aged 29, from London
and a nephew, John Gosling, 15, of Reading. One servant is listed, Sarah
Butts, an unmarried girl of 22 from Ufton.
Ten years later we find a much more extensive household belonging to
Robert Parker, along with a number of more or less temporary guests. These
are listed in the following table, together with the occupants of the cottage.
The Parkers seem to have had quite a family gathering including possibly the
Mitchells who one suspects to have been relations of Mrs Parker.

In 1841 Russell had topped the poll with 501 votes, followed by Chelsea
with 493. Reading then returned two members and these were duly
elected. In 1847, however, the Liberals were in the ascendant, Judge
Talfourd and a Mr Piggott being elected. However, Russell gained a
respectable 521 votes, whereas Chelsea slumped to 376. Russell had
previously been an MP for Reading in the 1830s. (Source: W. S. Darter).
14

Name
Robert
Parker
Anne Parker

Position
household
Head
Wife

Anne Parker Daughter
Robert
Son
Parker
Mary
Widow
Mitchell
Martha
Visitor
Mitchell
Anne Parker Visitor
Mary Parker Visitor
Ellen Parker Visitor
Phillip
Servant
Marshall
James
Lodger
Harvie
Lydia
Boarder
Fletcher
James
Lodger
Shendell
7 Castle St (cottage)
Henry
Parham
Elizabeth
Parham
Elizabeth
Parham

in

Age

Occupation

Place

40

Victualler

Basingstoke

36

Charlton,
Wilts
Reading
Reading

-

Shrewton,
Wilts
Charlton,
Wilts
Basingstoke
Basingstoke
Basingstoke
Theale

-

-

7
4
months
49

Scholar

13

Visitor

45
29
16
16

Servant
Servant
Servant

50

Trustholder

Ashburton,
Devon
Salisbury

21

Wheelwright

Hambledon

49
48

Gardener/
coachman
Domestic

22

Dressmaker

Ebbsborne,
Wilts
Ebbsborne,
Wilts
Ebbsborne,
Wilts

Visitor

43

Other
remarks
-

-

Blind
-

Ten years later in 1871 the Parkers’ tally of family and visitors is much more
modest. Husband and wife and the two children named above remain, the
latter now 17 and 10, having been joined by a third, Elizabeth, now aged 7.
There is also a 33-year old widowed sister-in-law of Robert Parker, named
Ruth Head, a servant, from Gomshall in Surrey, along with an unmarried
servant, Mary Faulkes, of Whitley, Berks, aged 29, and a 22-year old
unmarried lodger, George Hawkins, from Brimpton, at that time an
unemployed porter. 7 Castle Street in 1871 boasts almost as extensive a
population, although the head of the house, George Sparks is listed as absent
on business, presumably in his work as a coachman. His wife, aged 34, was
named Elizabeth and they had four sons and one daughter living with them,
ranging in age from 1 to 11.
The position had reversed again by 1881 with the occupants of number seven
consisting of James Westall, coachman and widower from Abingdon and his
mother, Mary. By this time, the Sun’s longest-reigning landlord, Charles

Roberts, is in charge next door. His household is shown in the following
table.
Name
Charles Roberts
Susan Roberts
Flora S. Roberts
Henry G. Roberts
William C. Roberts
Albert E. Roberts
Ernest L. Roberts
Frederick J. Roberts
Louisa M. Roberts
Mary Carter

Position in household
Head
Wife
Daughter
Son
Son
Son
Son
Son
Daughter
Unmarried

Age
38
39
13
12
10
8
6
2
6 months
20

Occupation
Publican
Scholar
Scholar
Scholar
Scholar
Scholar
Servant

Place
Dorset
London
Reading
Reading
Reading
Reading
Reading
Reading
Reading
Newbury

The transfer of the licence of the Sun from Robert Parker to Charles Roberts
is recorded as taking place on 3 July 1876 before Messrs W. S. Darter and G.
Palmer, sitting on the Reading Borough Bench. Roberts was thus 33 years old
when he took over the Sun and 73 at the time of his death. Interestingly in
two different trade directories of 1884, he is variously described as “Charles
Roberts, licensed victualler” (Smiths Directory of Reading) and Charles
Roberts – carriage proprietor (Stevens’ Directory of Reading). On 12 January
1887 we read of the landlord of the Sun being granted an extension of one
hour on the occasion of a dinner on the following day.
In addition to his activities as a publican, Charles Roberts was also a farmer,
leasing Pilgrim’s Farm at Burghfield for £30 per annum. His great-grandson,
John Roberts, thinks it possible that he may have used it for breeding horses
to stock the Sun’s stables. He was also a keen man of the turf with a racehorse, which is believed to have competed in the Cesarewitch and the Derby.
In 1888, the Reading-based architect, George William Webb (1853-1936)
designed stabling for ten horses at the Sun Inn to the order of the brewers,
Blandy and Hawkins.
He kept a pony for local journeys by trap, which was permitted a special treat
on market days when the creature was admitted into the Market Room. This
contained a round table made from a large beer barrel onto which the pony
would climb and make a 360 degrees turn for the amusement of the
customers, its reward being a pint of stout!
The chase was another pursuit dear to Charles’s heart and was to lead sadly to
his demise when he sustained a fall while hunting, which caused a fractured
pelvis with complications that led to pneumonia. While he was in hospital he
learnt of his dear wife’s death and it is believed that this may have taken away
from him the will to live. Albeit, he died on 23 December 1916, being
succeeded briefly by his second son, William.

Frederick Davey who held the licence throughout the inter-war period was
also the author – or at least the distributor – of a pamphlet on the Sun which
takes a very romantic and even (dare one say it) fanciful line on the history of
the inn:
“Many are the stories , gruesome and gay, concerning this old Inn, which are
still circulating in the by-ways of Castle Hill. Stories handed down by word of
mouth from one generation to another….
“Secret passages abound, and we know from actual fact, as well as from
romances, that where secret passages exist there are plottings, escapes,
captures, screams in the night and sudden deaths.”
The author had evidently convinced himself that the Sun was built on the site
of Reading castle, the Norman archway being claimed as a relic of that edifice,
which more scholarly authorities have concluded to have been built from
wood!
The author also perpetuates the claim that Shenstone wrote his lines at the
Sun and the account of “The Monk’s Revenge” quoted above is derived from
this publication.
Moving nearer to the present Jim Dargie secured for the pub a listing in the
Egon Ronay Raleigh Pub Guide of 1980. It would perhaps be more just to
put this achievement down to Mrs Jim whose culinary arts were thus
described in the Reading Chronicle of 2 December 1977:
“Mrs Dargie provides a variety of home cooked food of which she is
justifiably proud. This includes steak and kidney, traditional soups and
curiously enough sausages brought specially from Thatcham, for which
the Sun has a reputation far and wide. In the evening Mrs Dargie hopes
to produce dinner with waitress service, to include such things as
steaks, gammon and scampi.”
The Ronay guide singles out pate and toast at 50p and quiche, chips and salad
at £1-10, referring also to “bar snacks” that “cater for every taste and pocket”
and “ well-cooked grills ranging from gammon to local speciality sausages”.
The rather sad end to the Dargies’ era in charge is related in the chapter on
crime and punishment.
Reference has already been made to Mr and Mrs Donald Stringer’s
philosophy of running the Sun in an earlier chapter. The couple were
regarded as highly experienced licensed victuallers, with the result that during
their period at the helm the Sun acted as a training pub for those entering the
profession under the watchful eye of the Stringers. So successful was Don
Stringer as a trainer-manager that he was promoted in 1989 to become

Training Manager for Courage, based at Bracknell and responsible for 100
pubs in the Thames Valley trading area. On the Stringers’ departure, their last
trainee couple, Simon and Cath Scobie, themselves took over the pub after a
six-month training period at the Sun. Simon previously had been a chef at
hotels and restaurants in Maidenhead and Windsor Great Park.
To Simon, landlord from 1989 to 1996 goes the honour of having launched
the Sun’s career as a venue for that quintessentially English game of bar
billiards. The Sun has at various times since 1992 had one or two teams in
the Reading and District league and Simon himself played before moving on
to manage the Hatchet at Newbury in 1996. Some of the leading exponents
of the game have performed in the Sun and notable among those who have
played for the pub teams for much of this time are Mrs Jane Carless and her
late husband, Arthur. Sadly or otherwise this pastime is no longer available at
the pub. Simon Scobie’s successor, Andrew Ives, was one of the shorterreigning landlords of recent times, but distinguished himself with his mastery
of “pub blackboard art”, as featured in the Reading Evening Post in august
1996.

9

BREWING IN READING

Some of the earliest breweries in Berkshire are believed to have been at the
two great abbeys of Reading and Abingdon and so it is not inappropriate that
these two towns continued to be important centres of brewing during the
modern era of the industry. The monks, of course, brewed mainly for
themselves and it was not till the 17th century that brewing took off on a
commercial scale. Berkshire was one of the major agricultural counties at that
time and barley one of the main products. The growth of river traffic on the
Thames and Kennet encouraged the rise of malting and at the same time
hastened the demise of Reading’s traditional trade of clothmaking. The
second edition of Camden’s Britannia, published in 1722, states:
But of later years the convenience of the river giving great
encouragement to the mault trade, they apply themselves
especially to that, and find it turn to so good account that
their employment about cloth is in great measure laid aside.
Daniel Defoe in his Tour Through the Whole Island of Great Britain (Vol. II, 1725),
similarly testifies to the immense trade in malt at this time between Reading
and London:
They send from hence to London by these barges, very great quantities
of malt, and meal, and these are the two principal articles of their
loadings, of which, so large are those barges, that some of them, as I
was told, bring a thousand, or twelve hundred quarters of malt at a
time, which, according to the ordinary computation of tonnage in the
freight of other vessels, is from a hundred to an hundred and twenty
ton, dead weight.
In 1908, at a time when brewing in the county was reaching its zenith,
Berkshire had 20,595 acres devoted to barley production. This represented
21.4% of land devoted to grain production and 11.5% of all arable land.
The oldest known brewery in the county was the Castle Brewery in Newbury,
which dated from 1608. The earliest in Reading was also coincidentally called
the Castle Brewery and was located on the west side of Bridge Street, being
eventually swallowed by its larger rival on the east side. This is understood to
have been founded in 1698. At the end of the 18th century it was owned by
Mr Jonathan Tanner15 whose war against the urchins of the town earned him
the sobriquet of Mr ‘Bottle’ Tanner. He used Kings Meadow by the River
Thames as grazing for his dray horses and became impatient with the local
In a 1796 directory, Jonathan Tanner is listed as a draper. If the same
person, he evidently commenced brewing towards the end of the
century.
15

lads who rolled themselves in his hay after bathing in the river. In order to
discourage this practice he “caused several cart loads of broken bottles to be
thrown into the deep water where the older boys bathed at the foot of the
lock. This did not wholly prevent the bathing, but many persons were injured
by having their feet cut, and ever afterwards this gentleman had the
questionable honour of being dubbed Mr Bottle Tanner.”16
In 1823, Tanner was in partnership with Messrs Rickford and Hume, of
whom Hume had dropped out by 1830. Jonathan Tanner himself retired to
Bath around 1830 and by 1840 Rickford was in partnership with one Bickham
at 138 Castle St. Charles Bickham is also listed separately at 101, Castle
Street. Subsequently, the firm became known as Blandy, Hawkins & Co. The
Sun is understood to have become tied to this brewery at some stage during
the 19th century and to have changed hands along with it twice in the first two
decades of the 20th. Whilst the exact date is uncertain, there is inconclusive
evidence that points to around the year 1846. It is known to be listed in two
conveyancing documents dated 7 November 1846 and 17 April 1856. The
latter is the year in which the Castle Brewery merged with William Charles
Blandy’s Mill Lane Brewery to form Blandy, Hawkins. An inventory of the
Mill Lane brewery estate dating from 1831 at the time the latter was sold to
Blandy and Willatts lists the public houses involved in the transaction but
does not mention the Sun. No changes in brewery ownership are known to
have taken place in 1846 so that the former document may be that in which
the Sun became a brewery-owned house. It is notable, however, that there are
also conveyances on these dates relating to the Horse and Jockey and a
number of other properties in Reading.
Thomas Hawkins, like Jonathan Tanner, before him was one of the trustees
of St Mary’s Chapel across the road in Castle Street, and died in 1894. In
1910 the business was bought up by the Newbury-based South Berkshire
Brewery Company Ltd, which in turn succumbed to the expanding empire of
H & G Simonds in 1920.
South Berkshire Brewery Co. Ltd, Newbury came into being in 1897 when
two local brewers, Edmund Parfitt of the Atlas Brewery, Bartholomew St,
and Thomas Edward Hawkins of the West Mills Brewery amalgamated as
Hawkins and Parfitt, South Berkshire Brewery Co. Ltd (SBB), the shorter
name being adopted in 1913. SBB absorbed several more local breweries,
namely J Emery’s Diamond Brewery in 1900, Westcombe and Son in 1902,
both in Newbury, and Manor Brewery, Hungerford and Blandy, Hawkins &
Co., Reading, both in 1910. This gave the group a total of 150 to 200 houses,
probably making them second in the county at that time to Simonds with
around 300/ 350. It was in 1913 that the Sun was formally conveyanced to
16Quoted

from Darter, Reminiscences of Reading.

the new company. The text of this document is reproduced as an appendix.
The South Berkshire Brewery continued in operation until 1930 and the Sun
itself was not formally conveyanced from the old company to H & G
Simonds until October 1936.
The closure of Reading’s oldest brewery followed, though the site continued
in use by Simonds/ Courage up until 1979. Thus the area in the immediate
vicinity of the Sun was also the centre of Reading’s commercial brewing
industry from the 17th century until relatively recent times.
The Bridge Street brewery was historically the most important of Berkshire’s
breweries and arguably its successor still is - in terms of total beer production,
as opposed to real ale! The founder of the family, William Blackall Simonds,
began his brewing enterprise at the age of 22 in Broad St in 178517. At this
time there were already five rival concerns but Simonds, nevertheless,
prospered sufficiently to move to a larger site in Bridge St after a few years.
Simonds was an astute businessman, who involved himself in banking as well
as brewing - Barclays Bank in King St was originally J & C Simonds, Bank of
Reading - and also a substantial landowner. This gave him strong
connections with the gentry and it was evidently while hunting that he picked
up the scent of far-reaching new legislation, which would considerably extend
the numbers of public houses. The Duke of Wellington’s Beer Act, as it was
generally known, encouraged the establishment of beer houses with a licence
for the retail of beer only. Simonds, accompanied by his groom, whose
knowledge of local habits was invaluable, identified suitable sites for fifty new
pubs, while the legislation was still going through Parliament, and thus the
Reading brewers were able to steal a march on their rivals.
Quite a number of these new houses were in the Aldershot area and this led
to further trading opportunities when that town began to develop in the
1850s as the premier centre of the British Army. Before the institutionalised
NAAFI, Simonds were supplying beer for army manoeuvres via canvas
canteens, themselves employing vast armies of horses.
As the business grew, it continued to be a family-run concern. Chairman from
1910 to 1929 was George Blackall Simonds, one of William’s grandsons, and
best known as sculptor of the Maiwand Lion in the Forbury Gardens, the
emblem of the present Reading Lion Brewery. Simonds had taken over
Hewitt’s Victoria Brewery in 1900 but its major expansionist phase began just
after the 1st World War when it had around 300 to 350 houses. Over the
This is the traditional date and the one given in John Pudney’s Draught
of Contentment. Curiously, Norman Barber gives 1768 in A Century of
British Brewers.
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next 30 to 40 years it grew to a total of 1,400 houses and four breweries in
1952. The principal acquisitions were as follows:
 Tamar Brewery, Devonport, 1919
150/ 200 houses
 South Berkshire Brewery, Newbury, 1920
150/ 200 houses
 Ashby’s Staines Brewery Ltd, 1930
200/ 300 houses
18
 W. J. Rogers Ltd, Bristol, 1935
25 houses
 Cirencester Brewery Ltd, 1937
92 houses
 Lakeman’s Brewery, Brixham, 1937
50 houses
 R H Stiles Ltd, Bridgend, 1938
37 houses
19
 J L Marsh & Sons Ltd, Blandford Forum, 1939
9 houses
20
 Pool, Penzance, 195n.k
 R B Bowly & Co. Ltd, Swindon, 1945
41 houses
 May, Basingstoke, 194721
90/ 100 houses
 Philips & Sons Ltd, Newport, 1949
125 houses
22
 Grant, Torquay, 1950?
n.k
 South Devon Brewery Ltd, Plymouth, 1951
25 houses
 Octagon Brewery Ltd, Plymouth, 1954
48 houses.
These many acquisitions are reflected in some of the concentrations of
Simonds/ Courage pubs in latter years, which we all remember! In 1960
Simonds was acquired by the recently united London brewery company,
Courage, Barclay and Co. Ltd and its beers were renamed Courage. Brewing
continued on the Reading site until 1979 when a new brewery, producing only
brewery-conditioned beers and described by its detractors as a “megakeggery”, opened at Worton Grange near the M4 at Reading. The
redevelopment of the main brewery site as The Oracle Centre was completed
20 years later and incorporates the one building remaining from the old
Simonds site, formerly known as Seven Bridges House and used as Courage’s
hospitality suite. Following the closure of Simonds, Courage beer continued
to be supplied to Reading from the former George’s brewery in Bristol but
this eventually succumbed to brewery closure mania with the result that
Courage Best and Directors is now brewed in the John Smith’s brewery at
Tadcaster, Yorkshire.
Up until 1989 the Sun sold only beer from Courage’s brewery but following
the Beer Orders of that year a slightly more liberal policy in these matters
Rogers were also involved in supplying the army - so this take-over was
perhaps designed to consolidate Simonds’ position in this market.
19 Later sold on to Brutton, Mitchell & Toms Ltd of Yeovil.
20 Listed by Pudney, op. cit., but not by Barber.
21 See above note.
22 Ditto.
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began to develop and guest beers became available, even in managed houses
such as the Sun. In addition, the take-over of the Courage by Scottish and
Newcastle made that company’s products, in particular Theakston’s beers
more widely available in the southern region of the new combined Scottish
Courage company. At time of writing beers from three sizeable independent
regional brewers are generally available at the Sun, Bombardier Bitter from
Charles Wells of Bedford, Abbot Ale from Greene King of Bury St Edmunds
and Pedigree from Marston, Thomson and Evershed of Burton-on-Trent, in
addition to ScotCo products.

APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1: The Conveyancing of the Sun in 1913
18th August 1913 from Blandy and Hawkins to Sth. Berks Brewery Co. Ltd.
Henry Bilson Blandy – Martinford [???], Wokingham.
John Cecil Blandy – Hollington, Reading
Both Brewers.
Hugh Hawkins
John William Smith of Andover in the County of Southampton, Solicitor.
Sth Berks Brewery Co Ltd
Bartholomew Street Newbury.
Description of the Sun Inn Castle St and Number 14 Castle St.
The said Conveyances of 7th Nov 1846 and 17th April 1856.
All that messuage tenement or public house called or known by the name of
the Sign of the Sun together with the yard stables coach houses and other
building adjoining thereto and occupied therewith and also one (formerly
two) little garden plots And also a tenement adjoining the said public house.
All situate lying and being in the Parish of St. Mary in Reading aforesaid in
Castle St. aforesaid and numbered
and 14 in the said Street called Castle
Street on the South part containing in front next the said street 26 feet and
next the yard 15 feet 3 inches and in length from the said street backwards to
the Yard 33 feet the said yard or garden plot lying next the said messuage or
tenement contains 15 feet 3 inches at the south end thereof and at the north
side thereof 12 feet and in length 21 feet the other garden plot contains in
length 40 feet and in breadth 20 feet together with the Yard formerly called
the Sun yard occupied with the said messuage called the Sun and also the
Stabling in the said yard.

APPENDIX 2: Carriers using the Sun Inn, Reading
Name of carrier

To/ from

Frequency/ time

Adey

Tilehurst

Aldridge
Aldridge
Allen
Ambrose

Burghfield
Sulhamstead
Silchester
Burghfield, Mortimer, Silchester, Wokefield

Arlott
Bailey
Barefoot

Burghfield, Padworth
Burghfield
Padworth, Sulhamstead, Theale, Ufton

Barnard
Bartlett
Basten

Butler
Chapple
Church
Clarke
Cooper
Cottrell
Cripps

Bradfield, Englefield, Theale
Silchester
Aldworth, Ashampstead, Upper/ Lower Basildon,
Pangbourne
Tadley
Tilehurst
Baughurst
Burghfield
Mortimer
Tilehurst
Bradfield
Basingstoke
Blackwater, Broadmoor, Camberley, Crowthorne,
Earley, Sandhurst, Wellington Collge, Wokingham,
York Town
Baughurst
Pamber
Brimpton, Kingsclere, Theale, Wolverton
Tadley
Aldermaston, Wolverton, Kingsclere, Baughurst
Bradfield, Calcot, Englefield, Southend, Theale
Newbury, Thatcham/ Windsor

Mon/ Wed/ Fri/
Sat/ 4 pm
Tue/ Wed/ Thur
Tue/ Sat 4.30 pm
Wed/ Sat/ 3 pm
Daily/ 8am (Mon
10am)
Sat
Tue/ Sat 3.30
Wed (later Tue)/ Sat
3.30
Tue/ Thur/ Sat
Wed, Sat
Tue/ Thur/ Sat 4 pm

Day
Dodd

Bucklebury, Theale
Bradfield, Englefield, Stanford Dingley, Theale

Dover
Dyer
East
Faulkner
Feltham
Foley

Bradfield, Englefield, Theale
Aldermaston, Kingsclere, Wolverton
Basingstoke, Burghfield, Mortimer,
Burghfield, Padworth
Burghfield, Sulhamstead
Binfield, Burghfield, Sulhampstead

Ford

Aldermaston, Bradfield, Bucklebury, Calcot,
Englefield, Beenham, Padworth, Theale, Tilehurst
Miadenhead, Twyford
Calcot, Stanford Dingley, Theale

Benham
Bloxam
Bridgeman
Bristow
Bristow
Brocks
Brown
Burtenshaw
Burtwell

Gibbons
Girdler
Goodall
Gould
Gundry
Hamblin
Harris

Baughurst, Brimpton, Burghfield, Crookham,
Inhurst, Mortimer, Newbury, Padworth, Tadley
Mortimer, Silchester
Baughurst
Bradfield, Stanford Dingley
Burghfield, Sulhamstead

First
ref
1865

Last
ref
1870

1913
1913
1865
1824

1919
1922
1871
1860

1818
1918
1890

1835
1918
1900

1907
1827
1935

1907
1827
1940

Sat
Wed, Sat
Sat
Daily
Wed/ Sat/ 3 pm
Wed, Sat
Tue/ Thur/ Sat
Mon/ Fri 3.30
Tue/ Thur/ Sat 4 pm

1829
1837
1834
1823
1865
1840
1821
1918
1935

1841
1839
1839
1841
1871
1841
1834
1918
1938

Sat
Tue/ Sat 3.30
Sat 2 pm
Sat 4 pm
Sat/ 2 pm
Tue/ Thur/ Sat 3.30
Wed, 3pm (Windsor
Fri/ 6 am
Sat
Tue/ Thurs/ Sat/ 3,
3.30 or 4 pm
Tue, Thur, Sat 3.30
Sat/ 2pm
Tue/ Thur/ Sat 4pm
Sat/ 3pm
Tue/ Thur/ Sat 4.30
Tue/ Thur/ Sat
(Mon/ Wed/ Sat to
1912)
Daily

1829
1888
1870
1903
1833
1908
1853

1834
1888
1870
1903
1839
1918
1859

1905
1835

1905
1883

1884
1838
1893
1836
1920
1900

1893
1841
1893
1841
1932
1919

1846

1854

Sat, 3 times
Mon/ Wed/ Sat 3
pm
Tue, Sat 3.30 pm

1908
1903

1923
1911

1877

1900

n.k
Wed/ Sat
Tue/ Sat 3.30 pm
Tue/ Thur/ Fri/ Sat
4 pm

1856
1837
1918
1934

1859
1837
1921
1939

Hawkins
Hawkins
Hayward
Higgs
Hopgood
Horley
Howlett
Howlett
Hunt
Ireland
Ilsley
James, G. (C. W.
from 1916)
Johnson

Silchester
Englefield, Theale
Aldermaston, Baughurst, Brimpton, Theale
Burghfield, Mortimer West End, Padworth,
Pamber, Silchester
Sulhamstead
Mortimer West End, Pamber, Tadley, Silchester,
Sulhamstead, Ufton
Bradfield, Cold Ash, Theale
Bucklebury, Newbury, Thatcham
Tilehurst
Basingstoke, Bramley, Sherbourne, Stratfield Saye
Calcot, Purley, Tilehurst
Burghfield, Mortimer, Pamber, Silchester, Tadley

Lamport
Lane
Lansley
Lavey
Lawes

Beenham, Bradfield, Bucklebury, Midgham,
Newbury, Thatcham, Theale, Woolhampton
Bradfield, Calcot, Common Hill, Englefield,
Southend, Stanford Dingley, Theale
Binfield
Mortimer (bus)
Binfield
Theale
Mortimer West End, Pamber, Tadley, Silchester,
Sulhamstead, Ufton
Baughurst
Aldermaston, Baughurst, Kingsclere, Wolverton
Wolverton, Aldermaston, Kingsclere
Silchester
Burghfield, Mortimer, Padworth, Silchester

Lawrence
Lawrence
Machin
Maskel

Theale, Thatcham
Burghfield, Padworth
Newbury
Calcot, Tilehurst

Maskell
Mason
Maybanks
Mayhew

Padworth
Bradfield, Stanford Dingley
Blackwater
Bradfield (incl. College), Calcot, Englefield,
Southend, Stanford Dingley, Theale
Tilehurst
Baughurst, Brimpton, Burghfield, Crookham,
Newbury, Padworth
Bradfield, Englefield, Theale

Juniper
Keene
Keep
King
Knight
Lambden

Mearing
Mills, Isaac
Minchin
Monger
Newbury &
District
Ostler
Ostridge
Owen
Parsons
Pearce
Pocock
Rackley
Rolfe
Searls

Burghfield
Cold Ash (Newbury & District Bus Service)
Basingstoke, Beech Hill, Bramley, Shinfield,
Stratfield Saye
Burghfield
Aldermaston, Brimpton, Itchingwell, Kingsclere,
Theale, Wolverton
Brimpton, Burghfield, Inhurst, Mortimer,
Padworth, Tadley, Baughurst
Aldermaston, Basingstoke, Itchingwell, Kingsclere,
Newbury, Theale, Wolverton
Aldermaston, Kingsclere, Wolverton
Bradfield (incl. College), Calcot, Englefield,
Stanford Dingley, Theale
Aldermaston, Baughurst, Brimpton, Kingsclere,
Theale, Wolverton
Burghfield

Wed, Sat
Tue/ Thur/ Sat 3.30
Mon/ Fri 3.30
Mon/ Tue/ Thur/
Sat 4 pm
Wed/ Sat 3.30
Tue/ Thur/ Sat 4 pm

1824
1884
1915
1902

1828
1888
1918
1906

1890
1934

1890
1947

Fri/ Sat 6 pm
Fri 3.30 pm
Daily 3 pm
Sat 1.30/ 2.30/ 3 pm
Daily ex Wed
Sat 4 pm (3.30 from
1900)
Wed/ Sat 3 or 3.30
pm
Tue/ Thur/ Sat 3.30
pm
Tue/ Thur/ Sat
Daily, frequent
Daily, not Wed
Wed, sat
Tue/ Thur/ Sat 3.30
pm
Sat/ 3 pm
Sat
Sat
Wed, Sat 9.30 am
Mon/ Tue/ Thur/
Sat 4 pm
Wed, Sat
Sat
Daily
Mon/ Wed/ Sat 4
pm
Tue 3.30 pm
Tue/ Sat 3.30 pm
Sat 3.30
Tue/ Thur/ Fri/ Sat
4 pm (3.30 to 1924)
Tue, Thur, Sat/ 4 pm
Tue/ Sat 4 pm

1915
1920
1874
1874
1935
1888

1934
1924
1900
1890
1944
1919

1870

1902

1906

1921

1926
1924
1926
1827
1928

1939
1930
1926
1827
1932

1859
1838
1828
1879
1894

1871
1841
1837
1879
1897

1827
1843
1845
1870

1833
1845
1848
1870

1918
1922
1893
1919

1924
1923
1895
1944

1850
1900

1859
1904

Tue/ Thur/ Sat 3.30
pm
Daily
Fri

1885

1890

1904
1935

1905
1935

Tue/ Thur/ Sat 3.30
pm
Wed, Sat 4
Sat 2 pm

1924

1924

1885
1874

1902
1883

Dates & times
varying
Sat 2 pm

1850

1883

1879

1901

Wed, Sat
?

1821
1947

1821
1947

Sat/ 2 or 3pm

1843

1871

Mon/ Tue/ Thur/

1903

1911

Smeeton
Smith
Smith

Bradfield, Calcot, Stanford Dingley, Theale
Bradfield
Burghfield, Mortimer, Silchester

Smith
Smith, C. D.

Burghfield, Silchester
Burghfield, Grazeley, Mortimer, Wokefield

Spanswick

Mortimer

Stroud
Tigwell
Thorngate

Wiggins
Wigmore
Wise

Burghfield, Marlborough
Sulhamstead, Ufton
Baughurst, Burghfield, Mortimer, Padworth,
Tadley
Padworth
Bradfield, Englefield, Theale
Andover
Burghfield, Mortimer
Silchester
Aldermaston, Basingstoke, Baughurst, Brimpton,
Theale
Sulhamstead, Ufton, Theale, Burghfield, Mortimer.
Padworth, Silchester
Aldworth, Ashampstead, Bucklebury, Compton,
Frilsham, Hampstead Norris, Hermitage,Marlston,
Stanford Dingley
Bradfield
Burghfield, Silchester
Calcot, Sulhampstead, Theale, Ufton

Wolfe

Aldermaston, Kingsclere, Wolverton

Toll
Turner
Vidler
Vince
Ward
West
White
White & Son

Fri/ Sat 3.30
Sat 4 pm
Wed/ Sat
Mon/ Wed/ Sat 3.30
pm
Sat
Mon/ Tue/ Thur/
Sat
Dailey exc Wed/Sun
4 pm
Mon/ Thurs
Wed/ Sat
Sat/2pm

1924
1836
1874

1927
1841
1883

1904
1912

1905
1919

1892

1892

1837
1824
1839

1841
1859
1855

Daily
Tue/ Thur/ Sat 3.30
Fri
Daily
Wed/ Sat/ 3pm
Mon/ Fri

1854
1893
1845
1923
1865
1914

1854
1906
1845
1923
1871
1919

Wed/ Sat 4 pm

1884

1906

Tu/ Fri 3 pm

1924

1924

Sat 3 pm
?
Mon/ Wed/ Sat 3
pm
Sat

1924
1940
1870

1924
1947
1915

1822

1833

Sources: Berkshire Commercial Directory, 1829, Dutton & Allen & Co Directory, 1863,Fernyhough’s
Reading Directory, 1841; Ingalls Directory of Reading, 1837; Kellys Directory of Berkshire/ Reading
1853-1949 Macaulays Reading Directory 1853-71; Rushers Reading Guides, 1801-49; Slaters Directory,
1850, Smiths Directory of Reading,1875 -1924, Snares Post Office Reading Directory, 1842-3, Stevens
Directory of Reading, 1879, Websters Reading Directory, 1874.
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Dearing, Directory of Berkshire Breweries.
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In other accounts he is referred to as a scholar.
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